Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo
J ULY 2021 N EWSLETTER

Gather - Inspire - Transform
Minister’s Column: What does it mean to be a People of Connection?
Good news! The Board of Trustees, the Gathering InPerson Task Force and the staff of your church have
worked hard to reconcile local infection levels, CDC and
New York State guidelines, and recommendations from
the Unitarian Universalist Association. We have centered
conversations on our shared values of inclusion, reason,
justice and the transformative power of love, and…
We are overjoyed to announce that we will begin holding in-person worship services on
Sunday, July 4 at 10:30am
Welcome home!
Let’s remember it was easier to shut down than it will be to reopen. Infections levels are down, vaccination
levels are up, but the pandemic is still with us. That means we will not immediately return to church life as it
once was. Sunday mornings will be a little different for a while.
Welcoming:
• We will not ask for proof of vaccination, take temperatures, or keep attendance records for contact
tracing
• Ushers and Greeters will explain our covid safety expectations to our members and friends as they enter
the church
• No-touch hand sanitizer dispensers are located at entrances and exits
• Please wear your mask over your nose and mouth at all times in the building, seated or standing or
singing.
• Disposable masks are available if you forget yours
• Restrooms will be available and cleaned regularly
In-Person Worship:
• Paper Orders of Service will be distributed
• Please sit in household pods six feet from your neighbors. Sit where the seat cushions are down, not
where the seat cushions are tilted up.
• To prevent exposure to aerosol contamination, we will sing together only in the last half hour of worship
• Fellowship Time will be held outside. No refreshments will be served.
Online Worship:
• Online orders of service will still be published in weekly eblast
• Simultaneous livestream services will still be available here: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/367428065
• There will be no online Fellowship Time
Children and Youth ministry:
• All members of the family are welcome in the sanctuary
• The nursery will be open and professionally staffed during worship services (Continue…)
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•

The Youth Group will meet in-person

Everyone is welcome to multigenerational church garden gatherings after the service. Bring-your-own picnics
every Sunday 12:30-2:30. Masks on except when eating while seated. Every child must be accompanied by at
least one parent or guardian.
Your church staff and lay leaders are working together to safely bring back community gatherings like Souper
Sundays, Religious Education classes, and indoor Fellowship Time. I thank you in advance for your
understanding and patience. If you have any questions about our reopening plans and expectations, please
don’t hesitate to call me 425-894-2541 or minister@buffalouu.org
I am beyond thrilled that we will gather again in person, and we need to love each other gently and slowly
into a new life together.
Let us be reminded that we are held together by the shared values of inclusion, reason, justice, and the
transformative power of love. Remember you are blessed, remember you are a blessing and above all else,
remember that you are not alone. You are never alone. Welcome home.
Yours in faith and affection, Rev. Joan Montagnes

Pulpit Previews
July 4: The Network of Mutuality, Rev. Joan Montagnes
Welcome Home! Our first in-person worship service since March 15, 2020. So good to come together. Isolation is an unnatural way of being. We are connected, in mystery and miracle to each other, to our wider community, to the earth, and ultimately to the universe. We social animals who yearn for community; the pandemic has made that clear. And yet, as poet Marge Piercy reminds us, “Connections are made slowly.”
July 11: Jubilee Connections, Tracey Kassman, Sharon Walker, Martha Malkiewicz, & Liz Parke
Four perspectives on systemic racism and our need for an 8th principle.
July 18: Gimme Some Truth, Rev. Fran Manly and Doug Yeomans
We like to believe all people are connected, but what happens to that connection when people seem to be
irrevocably divided by how we know, well, anything, and what we know, or think we know, to be true?
Buffalo Music Hall of Famer Doug Yeomans joins Fran Manly to explore our world of truth and lies in song,
story, and reflection.
July 25 Reconnection: You Came Back, Julie Taylor
A voice from the past reaches out, connecting beyond school bus bullies and spit balls. She tells you about
regret. Sometimes we think we’ve moved beyond all the pain of the past, but the truth is we sit here today
because someone, sometime, came back for us. Reconnecting with a painful past may be difficult; choosing
to come back for those we left behind may even be more difficult. Who do you choose to come back
for? And what might it mean to them? “The Starless Sea: Many Doors and Many Stories”
Rev. Joan’s Vacation
Rev. Joan will be on vacation from July 10-28. The church staff have her contact information in case of pastoral emergency.
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Joys and Sorrows
Our thoughts are with John Rex and his family. Two of John’s sisters are experiencing serious health concerns. We send our best thoughts of survival, healing and recovery.
We send condolences to Ryan Knowles and his family. Ryan’s Grandfather recently passed away.
We send healing thoughts to Paulette Notaro and hope she is feeling better soon. Paulette had stents put in
to clear up some cardiovascular difficulties.

Memorial Service
There will be a memorial service for John Segmen on Sunday, August 1st, at 2:00 pm. Please
come and celebrate John’s life.

DRE Search Committee Update July 2021
A DRE Search committee was formed in May to search for a new settled DRE. What was apparent from the
beginning was that the search would not be complete before the Church year starts up again. The committee
felt that this Church deserved an intentional, national search for an experienced DRE aligned with our mission and vision. Outside of some amazing luck, that wouldn’t happen in a few short months. Instead, we
have begun to look for an acting DRE for one year so that we have sufficient time to do the job right.
In the meantime, we have:
- Developed our covenant and working process based on the UUCB mission and vision.
- Researched options for acting, interim, and other temporary arrangements.
- Begun developing on a search plan.
- Met with the UUA Transitions Program Manager, part of the Congregational Life team.
- Put together a budget that includes search, hiring, and onboarding costs as well as projected personnel
expenses for the next 18 months.
- Started designing a survey of the congregation to ascertain our religious education director needs.
- Begun gathering information to help create an updated DRE job description.
That’s a pretty good start considering we have been meeting less than a month. There will be much more to
come.
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M u s i c N o te s – J u l y 2 0 21
D a n i e l B a s si n , M u s i c D i r e c to r
Our Summer Services began last week, with Bobby Withrow’s 8th Principle-focused, and
Pride Month concluding service, Bending the Arc of Justice. That service looked back upon a century of struggle for civil rights, and the connection we as Unitarian Universalists
share in that continued struggle. The subject of the 8th Principle will also be taken up this
month, with our Jubilee Team’s service, featuring members of our Choir, on July 11th.
Indeed, the powerful connections we feel to our past, present, and shared future will be
felt acutely this July, as we prepare to gather in-person for Sunday worship services for the first time in
nearly a year and a half. We ask ourselves throughout the month, What Does it Mean to be a People of
Connection?
Our service on Sunday, July 4th, will feature Rev. Montagnes’s sermon, The Network of Mutuality. Bass Soloist, Michael Harris, will offer up Marvin Hamlisch’s One Song, accompanied by keyboardist, Jonathan
Vogtle. Our in-house brass-and-keys duo will begin the service with the classic jazz ballad, Do You Know
What it Means to Miss New Orleans? And they’ll conclude the service with an original by Herbert L. Clarke
(cornet soloist with the Susa Band) with local connections, Maid of the Mist. The water-themed connection
will also be highlighted in Jon Vogtle’s rendition of Blind Tom’s Water in the Moonlight.
July 11th Jubilee Connections will feature service music by 20th century Unitarian, composer, pianist, and
ethnomusicologist Béla Bartók, and two contrasting selections by Florence Price. We begin with a remarkable piano work, uplifting the dignity and spiritual wholeness of the marginalized through the lens of romantic piano genre of character pieces, her ‘Thumbnail Sketches of A Day in the Life of a Washerwoman.”
Price’s Langston Hughes setting, Fantasy in Purple will also be heard in a special Cornette-and-Piano instrumental rendition. Your UUCB Choir and soloist Michael Harris will be our song leaders in the hymns We
Are… and We’ll Build a Land, and they will also offer up a special choral benediction – Clif Hardin’s May
Love Be Your Guide.
On the 18th we have a regular musical and spiritual treat for the community – and once again in-person! –
Rev. Fran Manly and Buffalo Hall of Famer, Doug Yeoman’s service, Gimme Some Truth. Finally, we end this
magical month of connection on July 25th with Reconnection: You Came Back, a powerful service of selfreflection on the individual and community levels, led by Julie Taylor. Our service music will feature contrasting pieces by Billie Holiday and Fiona Apple, and will feature a recording by Tenor Soloist, Matthew
Spaulding in the band Virginia to Vegas’s Betterman.
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Adult Education

“GO WEST, YOUNG MAN!”
The History, Mythology & Art of
The American West
Michael Harris, instructor
Sponsored by Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo
11 Online Zoom Meetings; Wednesdays, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
June 2 to August 18, 2021 (no class on June 23)
Cost: $75 for full course, or $10 per session
We examine the westward expansion of 19th century America,
and how it shaped our nation’s character and imagination – the
folks who settled there, the legendary figures of the West, and
the artists who captured the spirit of this new-found land!
To register, send your check, made out to UUCB, to the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Buffalo, 695 Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo, NY
14222. The church office will send the Zoom meeting number
and instructions for logging-in to your email address. For information, call 885-2136, or email at office@buffalouu.org .
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Universal Access & Inclusion—News
Language like water can be life-affirming as well as sometimes destructive. On the website Equality Matters there is an article about harmful ablest language. The author is deaf.
She states “I like being deaf, I like the silence as well as the rich culture and the language
deafness affords me. She says it stings her that the connotations of deafness are almost exclusively negative.”
The author gives several examples of news headlines. One of which is Nevada's proposed gun safety laws have fallen
on deaf ears. She points out that ablest language is omnipresent in conversation and for the most part people who use
these phrases aren't intending to hurt anyone. Terms like making a" dumb" choice, turning a “blind eye", or having a
"bipolar “day. The fact is that ablest language is hurtful to individuals with disabilities as well as those currently living
without disabilities.

The phrase “falling on deaf ears “provides evidence that most people associate deafness with willful ignorance. The
term "dumb" originated to mean someone who was deaf and could not speak. It is now widely used as a synonym for
stupid. While" turning a blind eye" connotes choosing not to see.
Ablest language even used unintentionally is a form of linguistic micro aggressions. Ablest slang is ubiquitous because
on some level those who use it believe in its truth. Nondisabled individuals often believe that ableism doesn't affect
them and ablest language perpetuates and justifies that belief.
The use of ablest language can encourage a culture of separation which excludes and marginalizes people. Living without a disability can be and often is a temporary state. Many, most?, people experience some type of disability in their
lifetime. This may be as a result of an accident, changing physical condition, or the result of aging. When we experience
these situations and are used to negative ablest language, we may develop a negative self-image. Dismantling disablist
structures doesn't start with language but building a world without them requires that we change our language.
Often avoiding ablest euphemisms just means choosing more straightforward and literal language- rather than "fall on
deaf ears" , we might say "ignoring" or “choosing not to engage" . Hopefully we can all think about our language as we
engage with the world.
Are you looking for a good movie on Netflix? ‘Crip Camp’ is about a camp for disabled adolescents and young adults in
the ‘60’s. The campers later became advocates and leaders of the disability movement in the ‘70’s and beyond. One of
the campers, Judy Heumann was in the Obama’s administration who advised the administration on disability issues.

July Share-the-Plate: Locust Street Art
Locust Street Art is so honored to be part of July’s Share the Plate partnership, so
let’s get more acquainted, shall we?
Locust Street Art (LSA) provides free art classes in Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, Animation, and Photography for anyone ages 4 to senior adult. At LSA there is no worries about what gender you are, what your socio-economic status is, what color
your skin is, or who you love - everyone who walks through those doors to embrace
art is welcomed and celebrated.
LSA was founded in 1959 by Molly Bethel in her Eastside home. It all started when a
young girl, walking home from school, asked Molly if she was an artist and if she
could teach her. In a short time, Molly had a child on every surface of her home,
creating and learning. Molly moved the free classes to church basements then to an old convent where LSA resides and
owns now. Little did anyone know, 62 years ago, that LSA would become a pillar in the community; not only for art classes but for comradery, social and economic equality, and a safe space of personal growth.
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BOARD REPORT
The church grounds are an important and welcoming part of the church. A big thank you to Tony Keller who
has been trimming the hedge, ordering pavers, and composting for many years. The indomitable Nancy
Thomas has retired after many long years but the torch has been passed to two gardeners, Bridget Evans and
Charlie Kaars. More help is always welcomed - working in the garden and yard is good for your soul and everyone’s sight!
Our church can’t run without our important advisory committees. Many thanks to those that have recently
joined; Scott Nuwer, Mary Coleman, and Kathy O’Hara joined the Personnel Committee. Mary Bisson has
joined the Oversight Committee, and Kevin Walker Nieves has joined Governance Committee. If you would
like to join in, let us know. All positions have rotating term limits so openings occur yearly.
Who did we hire to fix the roof or basement? Where are the guarantees? Who should never be hired again?
In the past, this news was verbally passed down or filed. But where? Have you seen our basement? The UU
church has joined SharePoint so that all the information can be located and cataloged. Every task force and
committee needs to join and use SharePoint. If you haven’t, please contact the board for further information.
Martha Malkiewicz, Tracey Kassman, Kathleen Powers, Michael Hill, Bridget Evans, John Petrocelli, Lynn
Mancuso

Our Generous Congregational Gifts!
Thank you to our generous congregation! We collected $324 for Re-Tree WNY to help them continue their
good work of planting trees to keep Buffalo beautiful and green.

Widow and Widowers Circle
At this point we are not meeting at all but I am available by email (collinsb@buffalo.edu) or by
phone (648 4455) or text (867 9628). Rev. Joan has offered the church zoom for a meeting if
there is enough interest. Let me know by email, phone, or text if you want such a meeting..
Stay safe! Namaste, Bonnie
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We gather in loving community, inspiring one another,
to transform ourselves, to create a more just and
compassionate world

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo
695 Elmwood Ave. Buffalo New York 14222
716-885-2136 www.buffalouu.org
Minister:
Rev. Joan Montagnes
minister@buffalouu.org

Administrator of
Facilities and
Communication:
Ashley Mountcastle
office@buffalouu.org

Director of Religious
Education:
TBH

Care Network:
Ginny Vaughan

Gatekeeper:
Sara Kirkland

716-768-1077
wixsonsg@gmail.com

office@buffalouu.org

Administrator for
Finance:
Donna Sentz

Music Director:
Daniel Bassin
music@buffalouu.org

lifespan@buffalouu.org

Organist/
Accompanist:
Jonathan Vogtle

donnasentz@buffalouu.org

Nursery Care
Coordinator:
Morgan Silver

Newsletter
(submissions due by the 15th)
newsletter@bufffalouu.org

Weekly Announcements
(submissions due by NOON Wednesday)
announcements@buffalouu.org

A chalice alit since 1831
A sanctuary on the National Registry of Historic Places
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