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Gather - Inspire - Transform
What does it mean to be a People Holding History?
On my wrists, I wear bangles that were once given to my grandmother by her father. She wore them
all her life and eventually gave them to her daughter, my mother. Some weeks before my mother
died, she gave the bangles to me. I, quite literally, hold the history of my family on my wrists. Or
perhaps more accurately, history holds me.
There is more to the story. There is always more to the story. My great-grandfather, who originally
gave the bangles to his daughter, was an Anglo-Indian military doctor during the British colonization of
India. He was both part Indian and part of the “Raj.” The bangles tell the story of oppression and privilege, of “passing
as white” and of countless slights and microaggressions against brown skin.
The bangles also tell the story of encircling the scar on my mother’s left wrist. A reminder of a time she attempted to
end her life.
The bangles are no longer round, but misshapen and bent after countless bruises from banging tabletops and tumbles
on stairs.
And the bangles ask questions. What was the name of my great-grandfather’s mother, the Indian woman who was left
out of the family story because she was “dark”? Where did the bangles come from? Who made them? Where and how
did the artisans live? Who mined the metal? How long did the ore sleep hidden in the earth’s silent crust before it was
hauled out, blinking, into the sun?
Holding history is telling the stories of the past – all the stories, yours and mine and theirs. Holding history is listening
to all the stories with an expectation, a yearning, to learn something new. Holding history is growing from what you
have learned, and yet not allowing all the stories to shape our future.
This month we reflect on holding history, especially how holding history pertains to Veteran’s Day, the Transgender
Day of Remembrance, and Thanksgiving. What stories do we tell about those three Holy Days? What voices are not
heard? Let’s listen especially to the voices of black and indigenous people and people of color. How can our listening
lead to greater compassion and transformation?
I wear my bangles with pride, and they are heavy – like all the histories we hold and that hold us.
Yours in faith and affection, Rev. Joan Montagnes
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Joys and Sorrows
Felicitations go to Maddie (née McCauley) and Billy Lewis who were married on October 2. Maddie is the
daughter of Rebecca and Peter McCauley and the granddaughter of Paul and Ginny Ziebarth.
Welcome back to Marjorie Mix, longtime member who has returned to Buffalo after many years away.
We send healing thoughts to Evelyn Herr who is recovering with a couple of cracked ribs after a fall.
We offer condolences to Hope and Dick Krauss who lost their niece, Jenny.

!

Z oo m i ng to C h u rc h g oe s

As of Sunday, Nov. 7 we will stop live broadcasting our Sunday services over Zoom and start live broadcasting our Sunday worship services over YouTube in addition to the live, in-person services at the church.
The YouTube link will be http://live.buffalouu.org. It can also be found by searching for “Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo” in the YouTube search box. We are making this change to improve our online presentation. Enjoy! Past services can also be found at the YouTube link.

Pulpit Previews
Nov 7: Holding History, Rev. Joan Montagnes
When we tear down the statues from the public square, remove the books from the public library, and cease
to tell certain stories in public discourse, we need to be very careful not sweep our old history lessons under
the rug. If we forget our past, we may be doomed to repeat it.
Thurs, Nov 11, 11am: Veteran's Day Service, Rev. Joan Montagnes
A short meditative service to hold precious those who put themselves in harms way in times of
war. Not all injuries are fatal. Not all injuries are physical. Not everyone came home.
Nov 14: India Walton will be speaking, title to be announced. Stay tuned!
Sat, Nov 20, 7pm: Transgender Day of Remembrance, Rev. Joan Montagnes & Rev. Lisa Peterangelo
A short meditative service of grief and remembrance for transgender people who died
through acts of violence this year. May the transformative power of Love overcome all hatred,
oppression, fear, and indifference.
Nov 21: Being a Grace-Filled Guest, Rev. Joan Montagnes
It’s our Thanksgiving Service! This year we’ll give and receive. A food drive for the Amherst Unitarian Universalist Church Food Pantry and a covid-safe Communion of Blessings. A time to be both a gracious host and
guest. See details about the food drive later in this email.
Nov 28: Telling a Different Story, Rev. Joan Montagnes
There is a danger in telling a single story. There is also a danger in telling an incomplete story. If we are to be
a people who hold history well, we need to be mindful of that the world is made of many stories at the same
time.
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Religious Education & Faith Development News
Greetings UUCB friends,
As we enter into the deep fall leading into the holiday season the Religious Education
Ministry team has been thinking about ways to move forward. To say that this has been
a challenging time for our volunteers, parents and especially our young ones is an
understatement. Luckily, we are strong and positive people and challenges only inspire us to think creatively.
For the month of November, the Religious Education team will be leading the members of this church in a
congregational art project. The title of this project is “ Peace Starts with Us”.
Why this and why now? As a church going through changes and sorrows, we feel that an intergenerational
project is a lovely idea. Coming together and creating something beautiful is one way to create healing and
bring peace back into our hearts. This project was conceived with a loving intention.
What is it: The project is based on the symbolic origami crane. The goal is for congregants ( and staff/
volunteers) to make origami cranes which will be installed in the Parish Hall in December. The goal is to
make a crane for every child, women and man in our congregation. Ministry teams, advisement committees
and other groups are welcomed to make a crane to represent your group. We will also invite people to make
white cranes in memory of members who have passed. We are who we are because of those who came
before us.
How it will work: Every Sunday starting on the 7th there will be two tables set up in the Parish Hall. Each
table will have RE volunteers to help you make your crane. If you know how to make cranes you are
welcome to take “ take home kits” and make them at your leisure. If you cannot come to church right now,
please email me and I will either drop your kit off or mail it to you. The drop off kits will include links to
YouTube videos to assist you. Children will have their own “ take-home-kit” that is developmentally
appropriate for their ages. We will be planning two intergenerational Zoom classes for making origami
cranes: one for the younger kids and one for adults. They will be recorded and put on the churches YouTube
channel.
During the course of this process, we will be taking photos of people at the “crane tables” to display along
with the installation. We will also be handing out reflection questionnaires that ask questions about your
views on peace and your church home. Photos and questionnaires are optional!
How you can participate: Stop by the tables and make a crane. Contribute some origami paper ( any color,
any design). Fill out a reflection questionnaire. Volunteer to help with the installation. Volunteer to deliver
some “take home kits”. We are still maintaining mask wearing and social distancing. Only 1 RE volunteer
and 3 congregants at a table at any time.
While we are working on our “Peace Starts with Us” project we will be creating new delivery systems for
our Children’s Religious Education program. We will also be
working closely with the In-Gathering Task Force to
determine the safest way to do RE as the younger children
become vaccinated. We too want to see our children
together and we are looking at ways to make that happen
that are SAFE! We ask for your support, and patience as we
journey through this exhausting time.
UUCB
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Adult Education
IT TAKES A WOMAN! -- Achievement and Excellence From a Female Perspective
Michael Harris, instructor
Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo, 695 Elmwood Avenue; Buffalo, NY 14222
13 Meetings: Wednesdays, 9:30-11:30 a.m., September 15 to December 15, 2021
Cost: $75 for full course, or $10 per session
The course will be given in-person at UUCB, with the option of switching to Zoom meetings. To register, send your
check, made out to UUCB, to the Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo; 695 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo, NY 14222.
For information, call 885-2136, or email us at office@buffalouu.org.
Margaret Thatcher once quipped “If you want something said, ask a man; if you want something done, ask a
woman.” This course will put a spotlight on the mighty deeds of women down through the ages in all walks of life.
Though the history books tend to focus on the lives of great men, we will look at the ‘her-stories’ of the high achievement ladies who have spectacularly changed our world.
COURSE SYLLABUS
Session One (September 15): Renaissance Woman of the Middle Ages – Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179).
Session Two (September 22): Women Wielding Power – Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603) and Catherine the Great
(1729-1796).
Session Three (September 29): The Feminists – Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1796), Elizabeth Cady Stanton (18151902) and Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906).
Session Four (October 6): The Religionists – Mary Baker Eddy (1821-1910) and Helena Blavatsky (1831-1891).
Session Five (October 13): Pioneers of Nursing – Florence Nightingale (1820-1910) and Clara Barton (1821-1912).
Session Six (October 20): The Journalist – Nellie Bly (1864-1922); photojournalists Dorothea Lange (1895-1965) and
Margaret Bourke-White (1904-1971).
Session Seven (October 27): The Scientist – Marie Curie (1867-1936).
No Class Session on November 3!
Session Eight (November 10): Women of Mystery – Anna Katharine Green (1846-1936) and Agatha Christie (18901973).
Session Nine (November 17): The Music Teacher – Nadia Boulanger (1887-1979).
Session Ten (November 24): The Congresswomen – Jeanette Rankin (1880-1973) and Margaret Chase Smith (18971995).
Session Eleven (December 1): The Lyricists – Dorothy Fields (1904-1974) and Carolyn Leigh (1928-1983).
Session Twelve (December 8): The Sportswoman – Babe Didrikson Zaharias (1911-1956).
Session Thirteen (December 15): The Novelist – Toni Morrison (1931-2019).
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Music Notes
Dr. Jessie Downs, Acting Music Director
It’s an exciting time to be a part of the UUCB Music Ministry as we continue
to vision together for a new stage of growth.
This past month, the choir started off our season with focused work on music memorization and embodiment, centering around two joyous gospel-style pieces that
helped us come together again in community. Special solo and small ensemble numbers were also offered
up in a variety of styles – from original pop songs to challenging contemporary classical counterpoint – and
presented by both our dedicated Music Staff and amazing volunteers from the congregation; there are so
many musical gifts amongst us!
This coming month, the choir will focus on putting together two contemporary, semi-aleatoric pieces – one
familiar UU classic, as well as a new piece by Adrienne Inglis - a living indigenous woman composer that will help us further focus on spontaneously shaping our group sound, as well as give
us unique vehicles for expressing some of our key UU values. We will also revisit a famous opera chorus that celebrates the power of the people, and will give an opportunity for implementing the bel canto vocal techniques we practice every week. We will also begin to prepare for one of the most special musical events of the UUCB year, our 11pm Candlelight Christmas Eve Service.
Wondrously, we are entering into November with a full cohort of Section Leaders/ Soloists, as we recently
welcomed tenor Liam Allen and soprano Taryn Goehrig onto our team. I asked Liam and Taryn to share a
little about themselves with you all for this newsletter, and their messages are below:
From Liam - Hi! I'm Liam Allen, your new tenor soloist. I am an undergraduate student at the University at
Buffalo, currently studying music. I sang in the St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute Swing Choir during high
school as well as participated in their theatrical productions. Currently, I sing in the UB Choir as well as UB
Chamber singers. I’m very excited to begin my journey with UUCB as I learn more about Unitarian Universalism.
From Taryn - Hi everyone, my name is Taryn Goehrig and I am your new soprano soloist. I am a Buffalobased musician with broad expertise encompassing classical, contemporary, and musical theatre styles. I
graduated from the University at Buffalo in 2019 and have been engaged in the study of voice since the age
of 13. I have worked with the Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus, as well as the UB University Choir, Chorus, Polyglot, and Contemporary ensembles, and appeared onstage with the Niagara Regional Theater Guild. Most
recently I began singing in the alto section of the choir at St. John's-Grace Episcopal Church, but I
am greatly excited to now be working with the UU church and preparing the exciting and challenging repertoire planned for the coming year.

On behalf of all our staff, thanks to all of you in this wonderful community for supporting our ministry! Here’s to a great year ahead!
-Jessie Downs, Acting Music Director
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Thanksgiving Food Drive
Every year we celebrate the holidays with generosity. During our
Thanksgiving service on Sunday, Nov 21 we will not only celebrate a covid
-safe communion, we will also collect the following items for the Amherst
Unitarian Universalist Church Food Pantry:

- Lunch Box Items (granola/protein bars, snack packs, juice boxes, plant milk singles)
- Baby Items: Diapers (all sizes), Food (NO GLASS) Wipes and Formula
- Toiletries (toothbrushes, toothpaste, bar soap, shampoo, deodorant, feminine hygiene
products)
- Toilet Paper
- Cleaning Supplies (Dish Soap, Laundry Soap, Surface Cleaners)
- Cereal
- Peanut Butter and Jelly (NO GLASS)
- Canned Tuna and Chicken and other meats
- Canned Soups, Stews, Chili, Ravioli and Pasta
- Canned Beans Fruit and Vegetables
- Dried Beans, Pasta, Rice, Lentils, Quinoa and Grains
- Boxed Meals (i.e. Mac and Cheese, Taco Kits, etc)
- Gluten Free items
- Spaghetti Sauce (NO GLASS)
- Shelf stable milks

Mitten Tree and Holiday Gift Card Holder Crafting
In early December we decorate our Mitten Tree with warm hats,
scarves, mitts and socks for new immigrants to Buffalo through
Journey’s End Refugee Services. This year we will also be collecting
gift cards to Target, Save A Lot, and Tops. Wouldn’t it be nice to hang
those gift cards in celebratory, reusable decorative holders? These no
-sew stockings and mitts are easy to make and get your creative
juices flowing. Just cut and glue. All supplies provided. Join the
crafting fun! All welcome!
Holiday Gift Card Crafting party: Saturday Nov 13, 2pm in the Parish Hall
Holiday Gift Card Holders distributed at our Thanksgiving service: Sunday, Nov 21
Mitten Tree service, gift cards, mittens, hats, scarves, and socks: Sunday, Dec 12
UUCB
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When Is An Auction Not Just An Auction ?
When it’s the
UUCB Fun & Fellowship CELEBRATION !
We live in a changing world. Crises like this help us reprioritize what’s important in our lives.
And one thing we KNOW is important is the FUN and FELLOWSHIP that our Auction guarantees.
And although the 2021 Auction hasn’t looked like those in year’s past, we are not discouraged! Now, more
than ever, we need to build relationships and to celebrate our connections while we support the work of
UUCB!
Over the last month, the Auction Team has been busy thinking of ways to insure another successful experience for all of our generous donors and bidders. We are overflowing with “FUNDRAISING and FELLOWSHIP”
ideas! And now is the time to reach out to our loyal donors and bidders to think of ways to be together,
even if we have to be apart.

So . . . this is all we ask!
Be a Donor! Donors play an essential role in our success. We wouldn’t have an Auction without you! Now
is the time to get creative and get motivated. We are starting to put together a catalogue of ideas and
would love to include something from you – a new twist to an item you have offered in the past, or something brand new! If you have not donated an item or event to the Auction before, this is the year to jump
in! Our Auction team will enthusiastically help you crystallize your ideas!
Prepare to Be a Bidder! Check the weekly e-blast for reminisces about shared times in past auctions, and
for a sneak preview of some of our 2021-2022 Auction and Fundraising Delights!
Be a “Creative Force”! Share your ideas for how to make the 2021-2022 Auction a success! Contact the
Auction Team through Juli Van Woert JVW61@aol.com and Andrea Burke-Harris aburkeharris@gmail.com.
Don’t miss out on the fun! Thank you for your generosity and support.
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“NaNcy’s GardeN”
UUCB’s surrounding gardens draw admiration not only during the annual Garden
Walk, but for anyone enjoying the historic sites, unique character and beauty of
the Elmwood Village. The centerpoint of the gardens, lovingly tended for decades by Master Gardener Nancy Thomas and a cadre of dedicated volunteers,
are the brilliant red Dahlias. Carefully unearthed in Fall and stored for the winter, the Dahlias are reintroduced to the garden each Spring, heralding the coming of the spectacular floral display that enhances the English Gothic architectural style of the church, which has graced the corner of Elmwood and West Ferry
since 1904.
As a gift to the church each year, and a donation to the Fun and Fellowship Auction, Peter Sloan creates an
original linoleum block print representing a revered aspect of UUCB life. This print, entitled “Nancy’s Garden,” captures the beauty of the Dahlias and their rich green foliage.
You now have the opportunity to purchase a copy of this print, to honor not only the long-held place of our
beloved church in beautifying the Elmwood Village, but the countless hours that UUCB’s volunteers devote
in service to the church and the community. With the original block print valued at $250, we wanted to
make this image available to everyone. Peter has worked with a local graphics company to produce affordable copies for all. Printed on 11" x 17" card stock, prints will be made-to order locally and shipped in a sturdy cardboard mailing tube after payment is received. $25.00 includes the print, handling and postage.
A framed copy of the print will be available for your viewing in the Parish Hall before and after each Sunday
service. If you would like a print for your own home or to give as a gift, place your order via e-mail to
JVW61@aol.com. Include the number of prints, the complete name and address to whom they should be
mailed, and your phone number. Send a check (write PRINT on the memo line) to UUCB, 695 Elmwood
Ave., Buffalo, NY 14222. To pay by credit card, click here: PayPal. Or copy and paste the following link
into your web browser:
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-click&hosted_button_id=TBYBC2NA5ZH54&source=url
Thank you for your support of the auction and the work of UUCB.

Words From the Board
November is a time of giving thanks. Those of us on the Board are so grateful to Rev. Joan and all of you.
We have been through some really challenging times - from the beginning of the Pandemic and all of the
closures and changes that came with that, to the departures of talented staff.
We are thankful for all who have voiced concerns, asked questions, searched for new direction.
We are thankful for all who pledge and donate to keep the church financially stable.
We are thankful for all who share their skills to keep the church running.
We are thankful for all the volunteers who fill in needs as they arise.
Happy Thanksgiving!
Martha Malkiewicz
martmalk2@mac.com, 716-816-5049
UUCB
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UAIM (Universal Access & Inclusion Ministry Team) has
We are updating our Webpage and it will soon be available. Accessibility info for
our church can be found here.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
As the coordinator of the Angel Project, I am seeking volunteers to cook a meal , provide a ride, or do a
household task for others in our congregation who at times may need our support. Let us show
that we are truly a loving community. If you can provide any of these services please contact me
at josettepc50@gmail.com and leave me your full name, home address, a phone number and your email
address.
Thank you, Josette Cunningham

Family Promise Update
Thanks to your volunteer support and generosity to Family Promise homeless shelter families are helped, given hope and find and a permanent home. Your gift laundry
baskets filled with cleaning supplies helped departing families set up housekeeping. Other ways you can help? Donating a gently used small appliance, creating a basket
full of startup items like cleaning products and paper towels, grocery gift cards, or by
dropping off the (uncooked) components for a meal at 75 Hickory Street, off Clinton. More details are
available at the Family Promise website fpwny.org. UU Family Promise volunteers are fabulous!
If you contributed to Share the Plate in December, or made a meal, or have ever helped Family Promise,
thank you! We no longer host in our church, but the two full time staff at FP depend upon us and other
churches to sustain the program which succeeds in placing families in permanent homes in less than seven
weeks. Family Promise works! The need is growing....Covid-19 has resulted in more unemployment, family
violence, evictions, and stress, resulting in more families with young children being "unhoused". Thank
you! Family Promise volunteers are fabulous! -Nancy Wilkins

November Share-the-Plate: Our Mommie Village
Our Mommie Village helps community moms in Buffalo during their birth and through their
postpartum experience. We serve as a hub of resources and services that aid in healthy
recovery and a smooth transition into motherhood. Black and brown mothers and their
babies die at a disproportionate rate than white moms and babies. Our Mommie Village is
addressing these mostly preventable deaths by providing a more holistic approach to prenatal care and
beyond. Our model uses a combination of one-on-one and group care. Our Mommie Village provides
personalized care plans that support the mother before and after the baby has arrived. Our Mommie
Village focuses on seven areas of wellness such as physical, spiritual, emotional, environmental, financial,
occupational, and social. We meet weekly with moms to discuss how they are feeling, to provide
education, and to prepare a healthy meal that they can easily recreate at home.
UUCB
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Covenant Group Ministry News
A Covenant Group
May Be Just What You Are Searching For
Our Covenant Group Ministry has been transformed, and we now offer in-person, virtual
and hybrid groups. We are holding space for you.
Despite this long period of physical separation, in order to minimize our vulnerability to
Covid-19, regular participation in a Covenant group has been a way that many of us have
developed even deeper connections during this time when we were apart.
For those of us who were already participating in a Covenant group, we have been able to
offer support and a reflective space for each other through our monthly zoom meetings.
We have been grateful for the opportunity to share deeply about the ways that this experience has changed us in both our outer and our inner lives.
At the heart of UUCB’s Covenant Group Ministry is our commitment to strengthen the culture of our church as one in which we listen to each other, respect each other, and trust
each other. Each month we return to the safe sacred space that we have created together, where we can reflect, share and deeply listen.
“There is a quality of listening that is possible among a circle of human beings, who by their
attentiveness to one another create a space in which each person is able to give voice to the
truth of his or her life. There is the miracle of authentic narrative, made possible by listening
that holds still long enough to let the truth be told. Where there is this kind of listening and
speaking, a new kind of community is born - a community of life.”
- Rebecca Parker, Unitarian Theologian
Covenant groups are for both church members, as well as those who are considering
whether UUCB may become their church home. Groups offer an opportunity to explore our
congregation’s monthly ministry theme in more depth.
Each group consists of 8 committed members, with two trained facilitators.
If you are interested in learning more, please contact Juli Van Woert at JVW61@aol.com.
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We gather in loving community, inspiring one another,
to transform ourselves, to create a more just and
compassionate world

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo
695 Elmwood Ave. Buffalo New York 14222
716-885-2136 www.buffalouu.org
Minister:
Rev. Joan Montagnes
minister@buffalouu.org

Administrator of
Facilities and
Communication:
TBH
office@buffalouu.org

Acting Director of
Religious Education:
Rev. Lisa Peterangelo

Care Network:
Ginny Vaughan

Gatekeeper:
Sara Kirkland

716-768-1077
wixsonsg@gmail.com

office@buffalouu.org

Administrator for
Finance:
Donna Sentz

Acting Music Director:
Dr. Jessie Downs
jdowns@buffalouu.org

lpeterangelo@buffalouu.org

Organist/
Accompanist:
Jonathan Vogtle

donnasentz@buffalouu.org

Nursery Care
Coordinator:
Morgan Silver

Newsletter
(submissions due by the 15th)
newsletter@bufffalouu.org

Weekly Announcements
(submissions due by NOON Wednesday)
announcements@buffalouu.org

A chalice alit since 1831
A sanctuary on the National Registry of Historic Places
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