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September’s Heart and Soul Question:
What does it mean to be a Community of Promise?
Rev. Joan Montagnes
It begins with imagination, a vision, a possibility of what could be. Imagination gives birth to hope, excitement,
anticipation of the new. Plans emerge. The architecture of a dream sketched out first in tentative, willowy line drawings
in the sand, and then firmly planted with ink blueprints on the future. But nothing will happen, nothing will actually
happen without commitment. Unless you make the promise from your heart and soul, our dream will never become a
reality.
Now, just so I don’t sound like one of “those”
ministers, I’ll follow my own direction. I’ll follow my
own direction. For the month of September I promise
to work out at least once a week. I know, it's a small
promise, but believe me, it will be an improvement over
my current reality and I will better honor my
commitment to living a balanced life of body, heart and
mind. I invite you to hold me to it. Better yet, join me!

This month we are exploring what it means to be a
Community of Promise. We can think of promises as
those vows we make to each other and ourselves. We
can also think of promise as the good fortune the world
holds for us. The first is a verb (an action word) and the
second is a noun (a thing). We have a lot to reflect
upon.
Let’s look at the verb first, the promises we make to
ourselves and to each other. Here’s a question to
ponder: If someone secretly monitored your life for a
month, what would they conclude is your most sacred
vow? Where do you place the bulk of your energy and
other resources? Are you happy with this promise? Is
your current promise the commitment you need to be
making to make your dream for the future a reality?
What if you made a new promise? Today. Think small.
Try making one small promise and plan to keep it for
the rest of the month. Talk about it in church. Feel how
that one promise changes your life. Ask people about
the promises they make… or don’t make. When we
make and keep promises to ourselves, each other and
the world we act as if we deserve one another’s trust.
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Which brings me to the noun. I can’t promise that your
dream will become a reality. I can’t promise that life
will be easy. I can tell you though, no matter how
difficult life gets, you will not have to face it alone. We
are in this thing together. You cannot escape the
1

Sept 2016

all. Only then can our imaginations soar. Only then can
we join together to build the world of which we dream.
That, to me, is what it means to be a Community of
Promise.

network of mutual connections that hold you in Love.
This is the promise the world holds for you. Only when
we realize that we are connected in mystery and
miracle to each other, to our wider communities and to
the universe can we begin to understand this promise.
Only then can we begin to trust the world, warts and

Yours in faith and affection, Joan

Joys and Sorrows
We wish many years of happiness to Chuck Battaglia
and his bride Ann who were married in June.

After a very long time healing after a break, Kate BellSchwede’s leg is recovering so well that she can now
put weight on it. We look forward to seeing her back in
church. We have missed you Kate!

We are delighted to announce the marriage of Phil
Nicolai and Mary Louise Hill on July 7.

We send our best to Kaitlin Steinberg who has been
struggling with health issues all summer.

Congratulations to Joe and Jean Ott who became
grandparents on Saturday, July 16. Baby Laura Jean
was born to Heidi and Evan Heim. Laura was born at 32
weeks. Baby and mother are doing well, although the
baby was in the neonatal unit in the hospital for a
month.

Our sympathies are with Fran Manley. Fran’s friend
Martha lost her husband.

Pulpit Previews
September Worship Theme: Promise
September 4 – “Let Your Heart Sing!” The Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo Choir
Singing with others transforms a group of individuals into a deeply connected community, especially when they
sing until the songs begin to sing them. This is our annual “singing service”, where all of us—confident singers,
tentative singers, and even those who think they can’t sing—raise our voices in our favorite and soon-to-befavorite hymns. Choir members will be there not to perform but to help all of us sing better and more joyfully
than we thought possible.
September 11 – “It Feels like Home” INGATHERING!
Welcome back! It’s our annual ingathering service. We will be celebrating the water communion ceremony, so
bring a little memory of summer in the form of a little offering of water with you.
September 18 – ”We are Better Together”
Last June, eleven of us went to the General Assembly of Unitarian Universalist Congregations. the promise and
challenge of our faith are exhilarating. We came home transformed and wish to bring the new message to you.
September 25 – “Fulfilling the Promise”
The Quaker teacher Douglas Steer has written, ‘The ancient question, “Who am I?” inevitably leads to a deeper
one: “Whose am I?”’ The promises we make and break have everything to do with our deepest priorities,
values, choices and obligations.
UUCB
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Religious Education
Sarah Martin, Director of Lifespan Faith Development

celebrations team has also planned a ‘Welcome Back’
celebration that day.

Religious Education is gearing up to get back into the
swing of things! As summer is dying down and our
fabulous Summer Spirit Play volunteers are winding up
their program, I’d like to take a moment to thank Devon
Southall, Phyllis Dissek, Sara Metcalf, Sorcha Bell,
Natalie Photiadis, Ashley Mountcastle, Andrea Brock,
Kristina Church, Michelle Wilson and Beth White for all
they did this summer to keep RE running smoothly!

September 18 – Religious Education begins!
Our new RE year begins on September 18.
Children may join their families in the service through
the Story for All Ages, and then will follow teachers and
other volunteer adults into the Parish Hall to divide up
into classes and head to their classrooms. Please
remember to sign your child in at the RE Table in the
Parish Hall on your way into the building that morning!
Look for more information to come on Religious
Education for the 2016-2017 year!
And speaking of Religious Education, it’s never too
early to register for classes! Registration helps our
teachers know how many students to plan for, gives us
essential information about your student’s preferences
and allergies, and helps us better serve our Religious
Education community. You can pick up a form on
Sunday morning at the RE table, or check out the link
below to register online!
https://goo.gl/forms/tOC4ChJqxbhYIoMz1

Going into the fall, there are some important dates to
keep in mind for Religious Education:
September 10 – Teacher Orientation and Ingathering,
10am-12pm, Alliance Room
All volunteers for fall religious education are
invited to come to an orientation and ingathering
Saturday morning, Sept. 10. You will meet with your
teaching team and work out the schedule, get to know
the program and curriculum, and share some snacks
and conversation with other RE volunteers!

We are looking forward to a fantastic year in Religious
Education and hope you will be a part of it!

September 11 – Souper Sunday!
Join us after the Water Communion service in
the Parish Hall for our very first Souper Sunday of the
new church/school year! What a great way to welcome
everyone back after a long, hot summer. Free will
donations of $3/bowl, $6/family are welcome! The

UUCB
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Beyond the Hedge:
Denomination and Interfaith Connections
Sharon Walker, Chair, Denomination and Interfaith Connections Ministry
Rev. Joan along with 8 UUCB members and 2 staff attended the Unitarian Universalist Association’s annual General Assembly
2016 this year in June in Columbus, Ohio. This was the first time for most and it was a truly inspiring event. You will be
hearing more about it this fall.
Denominational News
 Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ War – PBS (WNED Chan. 17) September 20,
9:00 pm
This Ken Burns and Artemis Joukowsky documentary tells the story of Rev. Waitstill
Sharp and his wife Martha Sharp, two American Unitarians who secretly worked
in Nazi-occupied Europe to rescue hundreds of Jews, dissidents and refugee children.


New York State Convention of Universalists
190th Annual Meeting, October 21 - 22
Friday, UU Church of Utica, 10 Higby Rd., Utica; and Saturday, UU Church of Barneveld, 4 Park Ave., Barneveld, NY
Keynote: “Doctrine of Discovery: The Real Story” Philip Arnold, Assoc. Professor of Religion and Native America Studies at
Syracuse University – All Unitarian Universalists are warmly invited to attend. Registration information will be posted at
www.nyscu.org
2016-2017 UUA Common Read
 The Third Reconstruction: How a Moral Movement Is Overcoming the Politics of Division and
Fear by William J. Barber II with Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove
Unitarian Universalists were electrified at General Assembly 2016 by Rev. William Barber's call for
building and sustaining a movement for justice for all people. The UUA Common Read selection
committee believes that this is a moment for Unitarian Universalists to answer that call.
The Third Reconstruction offers helpful, practical guidance for engaging with justice movements born
in response to local experiences of larger injustices. Drawing on the prophetic traditions of the Jewish and Christian scriptures,
while making room for other sources of truth, the book challenges us to ground our justice work in moral dissent, even when
there is no reasonable expectation of political success, and to do the hard work of coalition building in a society that is
fractured and polarized.
Rev. Barber said recently during speeches at the Democratic National Convention and at the
Chautauqua Institute this summer, "Some issues are not left versus right, or liberal versus
conservative, they are right versus wrong." Check out Rev. Barber's full speech from the DNC on
YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAFZKcYn8qI
If you are interested in Rev. Barber’s book, please contact me at sharonw447@gmail.com
Interfaith Connections
 VOICE-Buffalo Annual Public Meeting, September 8th at 7pm
Elim Christian Fellowship, 70 Chalmers Ave.: registration begins at 6:30 pm. Come to the annual public meeting where
District Attorney candidates will be in attendance. Learn about plans, and help VOICE-Buffalo take action to reduce the
jail population by 50%.

UUCB
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Building Capacity
for Authentic Diversity
A Central East Regional Leadership Conference
Saturday, October 29, 2016
9:00 am – 4:00 pm
(Registration at 8:30)
UU Church of Buffalo
695 Elmwood Ave, Buffalo, NY 14222
Each of us has culture--conscious and unconscious ways of being in the world.
To become a truly multicultural faith, we need leaders who can build relationships
effectively across difference including ethnicity, class, sexual orientation, gender,
and more. Come learn about a model of understanding cultural competence
which will help you learn these skills.
This is a similar training to that offered to ministers through the UUMA called
"Who Are Our Neighbors". We are hoping to have follow-up half-day programs in
clusters to continue to build skills on top of the framework that we'll introduce in
this program. This training is ideal for both congregations that have racial and
ethnic diversity and congregations who perceive themselves to be homogenous.
This framework will be helpful for all leaders including, Religious Educators,
Ministers, Board Members, Music Directors, Social Justice committee members,
and more
You will learn:
• a model of understanding how people engage with difference at
different developmental levels and how to meet them where they are
• what people at different developmental stages need
• begin to coach your congregation into intercultural capacity
• learn to start with the difference already in the room
Leaders are Rev. Renee Ruchtozke, CERG Leadership Development Consultant

Cost: $30 per person includes
Register: Link to come
snacks, lunch and materials
($25 per person for teams of 3 or more
Deadline: Wednesday, October 26
from the same congregation, $5
discount for full share congregations)

UUCB
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Covenant Group Program News
Successful Covenant Group Orientation
personal values and beliefs, and support and strengthen
our church – one small group at a time.

In early August, 11 prospective covenant group
members participated in a Covenant Group program
Orientation, which included their first covenant group
session. They will soon become members of current
covenant groups, fitting into their personal schedules.

We will be offering another Orientation session in
October, and new groups will be forming. If you are
new or not-so-new and would like to experience the
connection that our model of “deep listening” inspires,
please contact us at covenantgroups@buffalouu.org, or
stop by the Membership and Connections table in the
Parish Hall after church on any Sunday. We look
forward to – truly – getting to know you.

The Covenant Group program is an established small
group ministry in UU churches all over the country.
Covenant groups, led by trained co-facilitators, create
an opportunity to develop relationships, explore our

Training for Covenant Group Facilitators
Training for new covenant group facilitators will be 2 Saturdays, September 17 and 24, 9:00 am – 12:00 noon.
Participation in both training sessions is required.
The congregation places special trust in its covenant
group leadership, and the group members allow the
facilitator to become a part of their lives on the basis of
that trust. Therefore, training and support for each
facilitator is essential. In addition to the initial 2-session
training, covenant leaders meet together for monthly
sessions in which not only the health and needs of their
groups are discussed, but ongoing peer-support and
training are offered. Even if you are not ready to take
on the role of facilitator at this time, we encourage you
to consider the training. This will strengthen your
participation in your current covenant group, and
benefit your other relationships as well.

Covenant groups are small, supportive sharing groups
of 6 – 10 people. We call them “covenant groups”
because the central feature of the groups is a promise
we make to one another to build trust, listen deeply,
share openly, and care for one another in the highs and
lows of our individual lives. Preferably each group has 2
trained facilitators. Unlike some other facilitator roles, a
covenant group leader is also a member of the group.
Because covenant groups are not therapy, support or
problem-solving groups, the facilitator’s role is unique.
Good listening abilities and a mature stable personality,
as well as warmth and compassion, are prerequisites.
Facilitators are responsible for preparing and facilitating
sessions, as well as for being alert to situations which
may warrant pastoral care.

UUCB

If you would like more information, or would like to
register for the training, please send an e-mail to
covenantgroups@buffalouu.org
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THE BEST OF ALL POSSIBLE WORLDS:
A HISTORY OF UTOPIA
Michael Harris, instructor
Course Syllabus – Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo Wednesday Morning Class
Session One (September 7): Utopia, Dystopia, and Other Imaginary Lands
Session Two (September 14): The Philosopher King – The Republic by Plato (427-348 B.C.)
Session Three (September 21): The Original – Utopia (1516) by Sir Thomas More (1478-1535)
Session Four (September 28): Utopia in the Age of Enlightenment – Gulliver’s Travels (1726)
by Jonathan Swift (1667-1745), and Some French Utopian Socialists
Session Five (October 5): Do It Yourself! – Utopian Communities in 19th century America
[Amana Colony, Shakers, Brook Farm, Oneida Community of Perfectionists]
NO CLASS ON OCTOBER 12!
Session Six (October 19): Intimations of the New Deal -Looking Backwards: 2000-1887 (1884) by Edward Bellamy (1850-1898)
Session Seven (October 26): Nowhere Men – Erewhon (1872) by Samuel Butler (1835-1902)
and News from Nowhere (1890) by William Morris (1834-1896)
Session Eight (November 2): An Outline of H.G. Wells (1866-1946) – A Modern Utopia (1905),
In the Days of the Comet (1906), Men Like Gods (1923), The Shape of Things
to Come (1933)
NO CLASS ON NOVEMBER 9!
Session Nine (Nov. 16): Russian Anti-Collectivists – We (1921) by Yevgeny Zamyatin
(1884-1937) and Anthem (1938) by Ayn Rand (1905-1982)
Session Ten (Nov. 23): Behaviorist Nightmares – Brave New World (1933) by Aldous Huxley
(1894-1963) and Walden Two (1948) by B.F. Skinner (1904-1990)
Session Eleven (Nov. 30): How Totalitarianism Works – Animal Farm (1945) and 1984 (1949)
by George Orwell (1903-1950)
Session Twelve (Dec. 7): Anthony Burgess’ Future Worlds (1917-1993): A Clockwork Orange,
The Wanting Seed (both 1962) and 1985 (1978)
Session Thirteen (December 14): Margaret Atwood’s Dystopian Trilogy (b. 1939) –
Oryx and Crake (2003) The Year of the Flood (2009) and MaddAddam (2013)

UUCB
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THE BEST OF ALL POSSIBLE WORLDS!
UTOPIA AND OTHER IMAGINARY LANDS
Michael Harris, Instructor
13 Sessions: Wednesdays, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
September 7 to December 14 (no meeting Oct. 12 & Nov. 9)
Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo
695 Elmwood Ave.; Buffalo, NY (Alliance Room, 2nd Floor)
Telephone: (716) 885-2136; email: office@buffalo.org
Registration: $75 for full course, or $10 per session

UUCB
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September 2016 Music Notes
Daniel Bassin, Music Director
One year ago, our church was abuzz: we were overjoyed
with excitement for our newly-landed minister, and beside
ourselves in anticipation of a real church season, after
years of social, liturgical, and congregational limbo. Of
course, the first two years I had the privilege of serving
this remarkable congregation as director of its storied
music program during this challenging time of interim
ministry. This meant that with the arrival of Rev.
Montagnes, I finally had the opportunity to create longterm focus for the direction of our music program as a
whole, including the activities of our beloved UUCB Choir.

September begins with music front-and-center, even
before the formal return of the UUCB Choir for
Ingathering/Water Communion Sunday. Choir member
Michele Costa has designed this year’s version of our
annual ‘Singing Sunday’ for Labor Day Weekend, Sunday,
September 4. As was the case over the past two
summers, this service is all about community and
congregational singing – all aspects of the service that can
be sung, such as the Chalice Lighting, Benediction, and
even the Sermon (here a set-list of beloved hymns and
popular tunes) will be sung by the full congregation, with
the assistance of volunteer members of the music
program. This service should also serve as a reminder
that we are always actively recruiting members and
friends of our greater community for opportunities within
our music program. Our Choir enrollment is strong, but it
would be even better with YOU! Don’t hesitate to speak
with our Choir members, the Music Ministry Team, or our
music program staff about how you can lend your time
and talents for the betterment of this treasured part of
our tradition of worship.

And, as seminal as our first year together has proven to
be, the 2015-2016 season was really just something of a
staging ground for things to come – our decision to
continue with our Choir’s “return to Bach” now places us
in our third year of a six-year cycle of performances of the
complete cantatas of J.S. Bach’s immortal Christmas
Oratorio; our music program’s repertoire has broadened
to include powerful, familiar, and treasured works from
the popular repertoire to best complement select services
by our minister and guest preachers; and this year we’ll
also return to some of the richest musical roots of this
program, presenting socially-conscious musical
masterworks that speak directly to our times, while also
opening up our space for concert series beyond our
regular worship services. Finally, with the formation of
our Music Ministry Team, activities such as outreach
performances to regional UU churches with less-robust
music programs will again be undertaken in spring 2017.

Ingathering Sunday, September 11, features the formal
return of our Choir, with several ‘choir favorites’
commemorating the passing of summer and our tradition
of Water Communion, along with several musical
surprises, selected by Rev. Montagnes.
On September 18, members who attended the 2016 UUA
General Assembly in Columbus, Ohio, will share their
experiences representing our congregation at this
remarkable event. This summer I had the privilege of
serving as a UUCB delegate, and it will be a real challenge
to put into words the inspiration and engagement I felt at
GA (hint: each of you will hear the results in our program’s
musical offerings this year!). Finally, we end out the month
with Rev. Montagnes’s service, “Fulfilling the Promise”
where our Choir will offer up powerful, probing musical
anthems to complement the essential questions of our
place within existence, as well as our monthly theme of
Promise. We look forward to seeing each of you, and
sharing in our gifts of music, worship, and community
this September!
-Daniel Bassin

UUCB
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Ministry4Earth Update
interconnection with the web of life that the action we
are called to take for our planet, our common home,
will be fueled by LOVE for it all - the most powerful fuel
there is. This journey to a deepened connection with
Earth is one we hope to undertake together with you,
members of our congregation!

Last May our Ministry4Earth team became official and
since then a fair number of you, members of the
congregation, have been finding your way to our table
at coffee hour, asking what we have in the works and
sharing your thoughts. In addition to these
conversations – that mean a lot to us – we have
circulated a survey (still available online at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VP7CKWP) to help
us get to know you and your hopes for this ministry.
The work of such a ministry team can easily feel
overwhelming, especially with our planet, and much
that is living on it, stressing out from the increasing
overheating of our atmosphere largely brought on,
scientists tell us, from human activity and
industrialization that has had too little concern for its
impact on Earth's ecosystem, which, of course, includes
us humans.

So, for starters, the newly formed Ministry4Earth team
has taken the time this summer to become a team (this
takes work!), to get to know each other, and, for
instance, to get out into nature together at The Tifft
Nature Preserve to witness the full moon rise a short
while after the sun sets (as it does every month! Oh
yes, there IS order in the universe!) and to revel in
nature's bounty by learning to can peaches and
tomatoes later this month. These are all baby, but
meaningful, steps to nurture our ministry, and there will
be more. We expect to have larger events this coming
fall to bring together members of the congregation –
hopefully in increasing numbers – in appreciation of
Nature's gifts to us – and our gifts to her and to one
another.
Such a deepening connection to Earth and the web of
life can – and will – embolden us and lead us into action
during this time of climate change. One such
opportunity – and a heartening one – presents itself this
congregational year, on the heels of last December's UN
Climate Change conference which resulted in a firsttime agreement ratified by 174 nations on Earth Day
this year to drastically reduce global greenhouse gas
emissions. Thanks to the work of a newly formed (and

Luckily, we are learning that this work can be more
sustainable (for us) and more productive when we
mindfully take the time to cultivate our gratitude for
our planet – and for one another, for we ARE all in this
together – both within our congregation and out in the
wider community. It is when we consciously appreciate
and ground ourselves in (pun intended!) our
UUCB
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our large, (and rather boisterous, but disciplined) group,
thanking us effusively for making the journey to Albany.
Later that day the Assembly passed the bill and before
the Legislature recessed for the summer the NY Renews
coalition had garnered the sponsorship of enough
members in the State Senate to assure its passage. So
stay tuned! No doubt there will be push back . . .

quite diverse!) statewide coalition, NY Renews, we –
and New Yorkers in general – have the opportunity to
support the passage and implementation of the New
York State Climate and Community Protection Act. This
bill will result in a state economy fueled by 100%
renewable energy in less than 34 years, a timeline
established by the Paris Climate agreement and at this
time it is the most aggressive climate action legislation
in the nation. In addition to setting up a program for
renewable energy, it codifies labor and job standards
and worker protection.

Do please keep coming by our table at coffee hour.
Offer us your thoughts... and don't forget to leave us
your contact information. We look forward to your
participation in all aspects of our Ministry4Earth in the
months ahead!

If this sounds hopeful but far-fetched, do take heart.
Already this past June, three members of our
Ministry4Earth team joined a caravan of buses to
Albany, organized by NY Renews (and locally by groups
that included the Sierra Club and PUSHBuffalo), so as to
lobby the State Assembly for the passage of this bill.

Sandy Chelnov, for the Ministry4Earth team, with Dana
Gerace, Mike Kennedy, Kathy Kubala, Jennifer Latham,
Craig Locke, Ellen Moomaw, and John Rozsman

Assemblyman Englebright from Long Island, the top
sponsor of the bill, emerged from chambers to address

Racial Justice Ministry Team
Listening, Learning and Taking Action
Barbara Kloberdanz
We have developed a caring team learning from one
another as we face the challenges that exist around us
in these troubled times. Many of us have participated
in activities in our area and displayed our concern
regarding the need for racial justice. Our own
involvement has led to our understanding of the
importance of coming together for our own spiritual
growth.

a most informative Organizing workshop at VOICE
Buffalo, and thanks to Sharon Walker, our leader in
Denominational Affairs, we attended a memorable
presentation at Chautauqua where we had the privilege
of seeing Dr. William Barber, who spoke at the UU
General Assembly and the Democratic National
Convention.

One person cannot be involved in every activity and so
it is heartwarming each month to hear from each
member as we share our experiences.
Our next meeting is September 17, 1:00 pm, at UUCB.
Please join us.

We attended Juneteenth, memorial services at Niagara
Square, forums held with the leadership of Heron
Simmonds-Price, demonstrations in support of India
Cummings, meetings of CERJ (Coalition for Economic
Justice), SURJ (Showing Up For Racial Justice), a
demonstration in South Buffalo to speak out against
bias from a white supremacist group from out of state,
UUCB

We meet regularly on the third Saturday of each
month from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm.
For more information or any questions you may contact
bklober@aol.com
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New Season of Women's
Society Programs Begins

September Share the Plate
Each month UUCB shares a portion of its Sunday
services offerings with a worthy local organization
aligned with our commitment to the community. In
September we are sharing the plate with the Pride
Center of WNY. Please give generously!

On Thursday, September 15, we will welcome Rachel
Adams, curator of the University of Buffalo art
galleries. She will speak on "Past, Present and Future
Programing at the Art Galleries.
We will start with appetizers and beverages including
wine at 11:00. The speaker will start at 11:30
and lunch will be served at 12:30.
The fee will remain at $15 for our members and
increase to $20 for non members. Family and friends
are always welcome. Those who wish to attend the talk
ONLY will be charged $5.
Our annual meeting will be held at this time. Only
members will be allowed to vote on issues. We
encourage your participation and hope for a good
attendance. Let your voice be heard and be a part of
the Women's Society and donate your time for the
worthy causes we achieve. You will be happy you did.
Reservations and payment can be made on Sundays,
September 4 and 11. If you are paying by check make it
out to the UUCB and in the memo line write Women's
Society. Due to the way that the calendar falls this
September, if you sign up on the 11 payment must be
made right then, no mail in checks please as they
would not be received in the office on time for
processing.

A Souper Ingathering

Your membership dues can also be paid on those 2
Sundays or at the program. They are $20 for one year.

It’s that time of year we all look forward to… coming
home to UUCB. After service on September 11, in the
Parish Hall, don’t miss the excitement! Don’t miss the
fun! Don’t miss the great homemade soup, delicious
bread, scrumptious cupcakes! No matter how far you
traveled; no matter where you roamed; no matter if
you had a ‘staycation,’ at your backyard veranda
beach…come share this special time with your UUCB
family and friends. Experience an inspiring worship
service with Rev. Joan and our wonderful choir in the
Sanctuary, and then join us in the Parish Hall for a
super-duper Souper Sunday… we can’t wait to see you
there.

Join us for an informative and delightful afternoon.

Compost for Sale
As long as the supply lasts. This pure organic product
comes from the church yard and gardens. The price is a
dirt cheap $5 for a tall kitchen bag full, about 30 lbs.
See Tony Keller in the Parish Hall after any service to
order.

Sponsored by the Religious Education Committee & the
Celebrations Team
UUCB
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N4KO:
“Not for Knitters Only”

UUCB Book Club
Sept. 26 at 7 pm

UUCB Yarnbusters

Join us at Beth's home to discuss “Who Stole the
American Dream?” by Hedrick Smith. Newcomers who
have read the book are always welcome. Everyone who
plans to come should call Beth, our host-of-the-month,
or email her at bflobeth7@gmail.com, so she can plan
for refreshments and seating.

This open “N4KO” (not for knitters only) group
continues to meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each
month throughout the summer from 6:30ish to 8ish in
The Women’s Lounge. September Schedule: Tuesday
Sept. 13 and Sept. 27. Can’t make it at 6:30? No
problem. This is not a meeting, drop in when you can.
So whether you knit, crochet or cross stitch give us a
try. Church membership not required, so please
forward to any friends or family that may be interested.

Looking ahead:
Oct. 24 - Disgrace by J. M. Coetzee,
Nov. 28 - Optimist's Daughter by Eudora Welty

Baby Blankets and Hats for Newborns of UUCB
Families

Food Pantry

Knitters and crocheters, looking for a project? Minister
to our families and give the gift of a layette to our
newborns and at dedications. For more information
please email Sharon Walker at sharonw447@gmail.com

The requested food items for September are
dried pasta and canned sauce.
You can bring items on Sunday or when the church is
open. The red plastic donations bin is in the kitchen.
The bin will also be in the Parish Hall during Women's
Society Programs. Please place your donation in a bag
and label it "Women's Society". Your generosity is
appreciated.

UUCB E-Giving
COMING SOON! UUCB stewardship joins the 21st
Century!
And, yes, there will be an app for that! Stay tuned for
our new app coming this fall, from our secure service
provider VANCO.

2017 UUCB Women’s Society
Used Book Sale

In the meantime, please note that we already have a
secure Online Giving option. Go to our homepage at
www.buffalouu.org and click on the “Online Giving”

Our next book sale will be in 2017 - Sunday, April 23;
Saturday, April 29; Sunday, April 30. Please start
bringing your books in bags or boxes to the steps inside
the door of the Elmwood entrance.

button:

Online giving is a real benefit for you and our church.
It reduces administrative costs and uses fewer
resources than paper check writing. And it can spread
donations out over time which can be easier to
budget!

We will not be accepting textbooks, tradebooks,
National Geographics, encyclopedias, outdated
computer or other trade manuals, or music recordings.
We will accept audio books.

Need help, have questions? Contact Karen Streech
kstreech100@gmail.com or the church office
office@buffalouu.org

Thanks you for your cooperation – Joyce Bol
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The UU Church of Buffalo Staff
695 Elmwood Ave
Buffalo, NY 14222
716-885-2136
www.buffalouu.org
Minister:
Rev. Joan Montagnes
mailto:minister@buffalouu.org

Bookkeeper:
Donna Sentz
bookkeeper@buffalouu.org

Director of Lifespan Faith Development:
Sarah Martin
lifespan@buffalouu.org

Gatekeeper:
Sara Kirkland
office@buffalouu.org

Music Director:
Daniel Bassin
music@buffalouu.org

Wedding Coordinator:
Paulette Notaro
weddings@buffalouu.org

Organist/Accompanist:
Su Lee
organist@buffalouu.org

Care Network:
Ginny Vaughan
716-768-1077
wixsonsg@gmail.com

Nursery Care Coordinator:
Beata Skonecki
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Church Administrator:
Joshua Layton
office@buffalouu.org
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