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February’s Heart and Soul Question:

Faith Matters: What does it mean to be a
Community of Identity?
Rev. Joan Montagnes
Poet Walt Whitman once wrote, “Do I contradict myself? Very well, then I contradict myself, I am large, I contain
multitudes.” And so do you. Your identity as an individual is unique because it is so complex.
If you created a very simple identity chart that covered only these categories here, you would already belong to a small
group.

Now add your beliefs, learning style, life experiences, political views, talents, skills, perspectives, workstyle, musical
preferences, hobbies, diet, sense of humor, body image, understanding of modesty, ideas about beauty, etc. and you
will begin to identify more and more of yourself.
UUCB
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You contain multitudes. Sometimes you may find you are so large you contradict yourself. That’s okay; in fact, it’s
wonderful. Nature adores a contradiction: have a look at the duckbilled platypus, imagine a wormhole in outer space,
ask what happened before the big bang.
Our question, as a community, lies not in the contradictions our diversity presents, our question lies in welcoming
diverse identities.

|

A woman came to church every Sunday. She came early and parked in the same spot every week. And every
week she left her car window open just a crack. One day, one of her friends asked her, “Don’t you want to roll
up your window?”
“No,” said the woman. “I leave the window open so the part of myself that I have to leave in the car can
breathe.”

So, when we ask the question, “What does it mean to be a community of identity?” we are asking, “Who are the
complex, contradictory members of our community?” “How do we welcome all people in their fullness?” “What is the
identity of our community?” We are asking, “Are we really, willing to welcome everyone, or do we welcome only the
people who fit into our identity restrictions?” Moreover, what are the identity restrictions in our church? Do we have
identity restrictions? Should we have restrictions on identity?

|

A man came to church for the first time. He was going through a very difficult time in his life and needed a
spiritual community. As a form of respect, he dressed in a suit and tie with polished shoes. But when he
arrived at church, he saw the congregation dressed in jeans and running shoes. He turned around and left
through the door he entered.

Often, we place restrictions on people without even knowing it.
Sometimes we place restrictions on our community on purpose. One final story

|

A small white supremacist group decided to destroy the local Unitarian Universalist church from within.
They challenged the church’s claim that the congregation welcomed everyone. They took the membership
class – the only prerequisite for membership – and showed up for the membership book signing ceremony.
However, the Board secretary had “accidently/on purpose” taken the membership book home that day and the
ceremony was canceled. The white supremacist group stopped coming to church.

Who are you, who are we, who do we welcome and why? All questions to ponder this month as we journey together
on the search.
Yours in faith and affection, Joan

UUCB
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Joys and Sorrows
Felicitations to Kate and Marilyn Belle-Schwede who
celebrated their 44th anniversary on January 8!

Happy Birthday to Sandra Dunbar. The world was
blessed by her birth 70 years ago.

Congratulations to Karen Streech who won second
prize in a photography competition at the CEPA Gallery.
(http://www.cepagallery.org/portfolio/exterior-viewsthe-richardson-olmsted-complex/)

We send our sympathy to the friends and family of
Jean Cadwell. Jean passed away on December 19.

Pulpit Previews
December Worship Theme: Identity
This month, in all our ministries, we ask: What does it mean to be a Community of Identity?
Our worship services will orbit the question
in terms of our faith, our beloved community, our individual selves, and how we regard our neighbors.
February 5 “Mumbling in the Elevator” Rev. Joan Montagnes
Imagine you have a single elevator ride to tell your friend about Unitarian Universalism. What do you say? Who are
we? What do we do? And why, in this day and age, do we matter?
February 12 “Love and Belonging” Rev. Joan Montagnes
In the largest sense, we are all related and all belong. We are loved and never alone. But on a day to day basis, it
doesn’t always feel like that. The truth is, belonging is not a state; it is a way of growing into who you want to be.
February 19 “I See You” Rev. Joan Montagnes
In the Serengeti, in India, and in the 2009 blockbuster, Avatar, people greet each other by saying “I see you.” When
someone sees us for who we are, we matter.
February 26 “Thinking About Disability,
Overcoming, and Brilliant Imperfection" – the
UAIM Team and guest speaker Eli Clare.
Mr. Clare, who identifies as white, disabled
and genderqueer, is a national speaker,
teacher and facilitator from Vermont,
published essayist and poet, and helped
organize the first-ever Queerness and
Disabilities Conference.

UUCB
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Religious Education and February Events
Sarah Martin, Director of Religious Education

February is our month of Identity, and in Religious
Education this month, we are going to explore this
ministry theme in so many different ways. Already
several of our classes have been engaged in the hard,
rewording work of assessing their own identities, and
discovering how they relate to the identities of others.

For our Third Friday Potluck on February 17, the
Religious Education team is excited to collaborate once
again with the Racial Justice Ministry Team on a potluck
evening that will help us explore our ministry theme
while encouraging us to move forward as a community
of progressive faith.

Our 4th and 5th grade class is currently in the middle of
the Our Whole Lives curriculum, a comprehensive
sexuality education program that UUCB is thrilled to be
able to offer our students at multiple levels. This winter,
our fourth and fifth graders will be exploring not only
the basics of anatomy and reproduction, but they will
engage in activities that help them understand their
own identity and value systems. One of the most
beautiful things about the OWL program is the way it
integrates decision making skills and emotional
intelligence into the curriculum. Students leave the class
truly understanding that the decisions we make in all
sorts of relationships help to shape our whole lives.

And it is not only children and youth who will engage
with our ministry theme in February. In Adult Faith
Development, we have “Building Your Own Theology”,
with Rev. Joan Montagnes, in which we will explore
what it is that we truly believe, and much like our
Coming of Age class, find a deeper clarification of
personal faith. This class will run Saturdays in February
from 1-3 pm in the Alliance Room. Suggested donation
is $15.
If you’re new to our community and want to find out
what we’re all about, come explore our identity as
Unitarian Universalists at our “Introduction to Unitarian
Universalism” class. Facilitated by Julie Taylor and
Shaun Doyle, this class covers UU history and religious
structure as well as the history of our own church and
how it operates. Class will be held on March 4 from
10am-2pm in the Alliance Room. Lunch will be
provided. Class is free of charge.

The 6th and 7th grade
Neighboring Faiths
class began their year
of studying world
religions and the
different faith
traditions in our
community by
exploring first
Unitarian
Universalism, and solidifying their sense of membership
in our UU faith community.
th

To register for any Adult Faith Development classes,
follow the link from the Adult Faith Development page
on our church website (www.buffalouu.org) or pick up a
registration form at the Religious Education table in the
Parish Hall on Sunday mornings.
Welcome to our month of Identity! I look forward to
exploring who we are and what we believe with you!

th

Our 8 and 9 grade Coming of Age class continues to
work on their faith credos. As they meet with their
teachers each week, and with their mentors in a
covenant group setting, they are beginning to explore
what it is that they believe, and how their values and
ideals created the groundwork for their personal
beliefs.
UUCB
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February 2017 Music Notes
Daniel Bassin, Music Director
Our Valentine’s music service, “Love and Belonging,” will
feature the Choir in a setting of Robert Burns’ “O My Love
is Like a Red, Red Rose” alongside other works which offer
some depth and completeness to this truly deep and allencompassing feeling. This Sunday we will also welcome
back Su Lee, who returns from a month-long journey back
home to Korea.

As we step one month further into this new year, we turn
our monthly focus from ‘prophecy’ to ‘identity.’ In the
UUCB Choir, every season or so we dust off an old favorite
anthem, Dr. Ysaye Barnwell’s “We Are…” (which is also
featured as a hymn in our ‘teal’ hymnal, Singing the
Journey). Her song text centers around a Whitmanesque
list including such powerful juxtapositions as “Mothers of
Courage / Fathers of Time,” “Lovers of Life / and the
builders of nations,” and “We are / Seekers of truth /
Keepers of faith.” As I was preparing these monthly notes,
however, the incantation which bookends this song piqued
my attention, “For each child that’s born/a morning star
rises/and sings to the universe/who we are.”

As we close out the month, the service music will finally
include one of Dr. Barnwell’s works, her anthem “Would
You Harbor Me?” This will be the musical centerpiece of
the service on February 19, “I See You.” There, Rev.
Montagnes relates the concept of Namaste, and how, as a
Community of Identity our acknowledgement of one
another’s shared humanity is so crucial to our concepts of
radical hospitality and being a welcoming community.

This poetical image is made all the more poignant for me
by the fact that the star “sings to the universe” “who we
are.” And, isn’t it true that this is the one of the ways we,
in our community, express our identity? As in the
metaphor of the old Rogers and Hart tune, “With a Song in
My Heart”, we ‘live out our faith,’ we ‘walk the walk,’ and I
feel that now more than ever we understand how
important it is for the message of our values to be proudly
sung out loud – far enough and wide enough, indeed, for
the whole universe to hear!

Finally, our last Sunday service for February, on the 26th,
features guest speaker, Eli Clare's "Thinking About
Disability, Overcoming, and Brilliant Imperfection." Our
music selections for that service revolve around two giants
of music, separated by a century and a half - namely,
Ludwig van Beethoven and Django Reinhardt. While
Beethoven's music and life were impacted by his
progressive deafness, it continues to be both a marvel and
an inspiration to recognize how many of his masterworks
were composed after the composer had completely lost
his hearing. The UUCB Choir will offer up selections from
his under-performed vocal canons, and Su Lee will play
the famous piano Bagatelle No. 25 in A-minor, "Für Elise".
Reinhardt, the famous gypsy jazz guitarist has been widelyrecognized as one of the greatest guitarist of all time, even
though his life-threatening injuries sustained in a fire cost
him the use of two fingers. Our in-house cornette-andpiano duo will close the service with his gorgeous ballad,
"Nuages".

This will be the focus of our first February service,
“Mumbling in the Elevator.” On Sunday, February 5, Rev.
Joan Montagnes returns to the pulpit to challenge us not
to wait and miss the opportunity for our proverbial UU
‘elevator pitch.’ That Sunday we begin with communal
singing – UU composer/conductor, Elizabeth Norton’s
anthemic round, “There is a Love”. The UUCB Choir will
also offer up the first and seventh numbers from Mark
David Buckles’ setting of The Seven Principles.
February 12 provides connection to the wholeness of
love, of connection, of community, of care, and of being
that the oftentimes myopic and incomplete definitions
around Valentine’s Day leave us wanting. That weekend
will also feature an annual work of love of your UUCB
Choir, our annual Valentine’s Church Fundraiser Dinner,
which you can read about in the last articles page in this
newsletter, as well as ask the choir members manning the
ticket table after Sunday services.
UUCB

For special details on special music events beyond our
regular Sunday music, please follow UUCB Music on
Facebook – www.facebook.com/uucbuffalomusic – as
well as our weekly e-blasts and announcements.
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UUCB Choir’s Annual
Valentines Dinner Fundraiser
Saturday, February 11, 6:00 – 9:00 pm
First, some facts
More than half of the world's crops are used to feed farmed animals, not people.
Raising animals for food is a leading cause of deforestation, carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide emissions –
the toxic greenhouse gases responsible for global warming.

and NOW, our country's direction threatens to reverse any positive progress made in saving our environment.




What can WE, a community of compassion, do?
We can make choices – WITH OUR FORKS!
On Saturday, February 11, 6:00 – 9:00 pm, our annual fundraising Valentine's Dinner will be called
This vegan and vegetarian dinner will
celebrate this planet, our home.
Come, make a delicious choice, enjoy
fantastic music, wine and incomparable
company. Perhaps you'll take home a
lovely, hand-made "Prayer for a Planet"
lantern. You WILL take home a deep
sense of awareness, satisfaction and
peace.

$35





Live Music – of course!
Cash Wine Bar
Raffles
Door Prizes

For tickets
 Stop by our table in the Parish Hall
after Sunday Service
 call 885-2136
 email office@buffalouu.org

UUCB
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Notes from the Board
Liz Parke, UUCB Board President
In February, Soul Matters challenges us to consider
how we are a Community of Identity, pointing out the
distinction between both a private and public identity.
Who are we within our walls? And who are we beyond
our walls?

Western New York. This is an awesome responsibility,
and we are up to the task.
It is exciting to watch and to be a part of spreading our
Community of Identity beyond the physical walls of our
beautiful, historic church building. Thank you for
allowing me to have this front row seat throughout the
past year.

As the Board configuration undergoes its annual
transition, this is a perfect time to consider our private
identity. I am pleased to welcome our new trustees Mary Coleman, Mary Richert and Andrea Burke-Harris
- as they join with Jeff Lowry, Tom Petrocelli, Francis
Montgomery and Jack Kavanaugh to begin a new year
together. Dick Krause, Julie Taylor and I are leaving the
Board in very capable hands. We have enjoyed our
work in support of our congregation, and are happy to
contemplate a time of rest as we consider our next
opportunities for service.

In loving faith and service,
Liz Parke, Board President

Gather; Inspire; Transform – As a community, these are
the values that we chose for our mission statement.
We say them together each week. And we increasingly
live them out in our community. Last month, we took
two public steps to put this in practice.
Our church sent a full bus to Washington, DC, to
support the January 20 Women’s March on
Washington and show our government that our values
are important to so many people. By the time you read
this column, I hope you will have already heard stories
from participants. If you haven’t, come talk to me!
Then, at our January Congregational Meeting, we
voted to become a member congregation of VOICE
Buffalo, so we can continue to make our values active in
our local community. In the near future, our church will
create a VOICE Core Team to guide our collective
support in the four current areas of activism: Criminal
Justice, Workforce Diversity and Development,
Disability and Accessibility, and Refugee and Immigrant
Leadership. This Core Team will also partner with other
members of VOICE Buffalo to collectively determine
what the future of justice will look like in Buffalo and
UUCB
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Beyond the Hedge:
Denomination and Interfaith Connections
Sharon Walker

UUA News Alert
Dear Friends of Faith and Conscience,
We're writing with what we expect is the same urgent sense of concern you're feeling about
the results of the presidential election and what will follow. Based on the many conversations
we've had with each other, people of our communities, our partners, and those most likely to
face looming threats, we've concluded that in these extraordinary times we must be united in
purpose to protect the values of our democracy and those vulnerable populations among us.
To that end we have undertaken an unprecedented degree of coordination between the
Unitarian Universalist Association and the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. There is a
sense of urgency, and a need for vigilance. And there is clarity that we must act, not alone, but
together. We need everyone-including you, your congregation, your friends, and your
colleagues.
As a first step, we have prepared a Declaration of Conscience stating in the strongest possible
terms our commitment in these troubling times. By signing the declaration, individuals and
congregations will be affirming our core values and declaring our willingness to put them into
action. Please read it and, with your signature, join us in standing on the side of love,
protecting the most vulnerable among us, and defending core values that are under attack.
We will be vigilant of administration actions, policies and verbal assaults that undermine the
principles of our declaration or disparage, threaten or attack innocent people. We will respond
by speaking truth to power and mobilizing support for those who are under siege. To be
successful, your support and that of your congregants will be critical.
This is not about partisan politics. It is a principled response to the potential targeting of people
not for what they have done, but for who they are. It is a commitment to speak out and to act in
support of basic human rights. We will keep you informed of the progress of this effort and of
further opportunities to advance our cause together in the coming weeks and months.
We cannot predict what the future will bring, and we do not pretend to have all the answers,
but we can and will be ready for the struggle ahead of us. If you feel the same, please join us.
Join us in transforming faith into action, sign the Declaration of Conscience today, share it with
your own networks and please encourage others to sign as well.
Thank you for your concern, vigilance, and willingness to act.
In Faith and Solidarity,
The Rev. Peter Morales, president of the Unitarian Universalist Association
Hon. Thomas Andrews, president and CEO of the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee

UUCB
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DECLARATION OF CONSCIENCE
At this extraordinary time in our
nation's history, we are called to
affirm our profound commitment to
the fundamental principles of justice,
equity and compassion, to truth and
core values of American society.
In the face of looming threats to
immigrants, Muslims, people of color,
and the LGBTQ community and the
rise of hate speech, harassment and
hate crimes, we affirm our belief in
the inherent worth and dignity of
every person.
In opposition to any steps to
undermine the right of every citizen to
vote or to turn back advances in access to health care and reproductive rights, we affirm our
commitment to justice and compassion in human relations.
And against actions to weaken or eliminate initiatives to address the threat of climate change actions that would threaten not only our country but the entire planet - we affirm our unyielding
commitment to protect the interdependent web of all existence.
We will oppose any and all unjust government actions to deport, register, discriminate, or
despoil.
As people of conscience, we declare our commitment to translate our values into action as we
stand on the side of love with the most vulnerable among us.
We welcome and invite all to join in this commitment for justice.
The time is now.

This message is also available at www.uua.org.

UUCB
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UUCB Lay Pastoral Ministry
Here's a perspective on Lay Ministry from our Unitarian
Universalist Association (www.uua.org):

The Lay Pastoral Ministry Team is a new and growing
part of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo. We
would like to share a little bit about this team with you
as 2017 begins to unfold, in all its glory and uncertainty.

“Lay ministers provide a listening, caring space for
reflection about your emotional and spiritual
journey. Each lay minister has been chosen or
recommended because of their long-term
commitment to [the congregation], and their
particular ability to listen and to be present.

Formed by Reverend Joan back in September at the
beginning of the church year, we are called to care for
the people of our church. Our team currently consists of
three Lay Pastoral Ministers: Doug Sherman, John
Marohn, and Kristina Church.

“We must always widen our circle of caring, if we are
to make it possible to care for our over 300 members
and friends with focused pastoral attention. We are
called to love one another, and so the pastoral
ministry of this church is in ALL of our hands.”

You will see our names and pictures posted in the
Parish Hall very soon. We want to let everybody know
who we are, how you can contact us, and how we might
be able to assist you during a difficult time in your life.
You can also look for the red Lay Pastoral Minister
ribbons attached to our name tags. Feel free to come
and talk to us about what we do. We'd love to share
more about it, and also hear how you are doing these
days!

- Rev. Robin Bartlett

If you think about it, in a congregation of our size,
there's no way that Reverend Joan could have enough
hours in the day to plan worship services, supervise
staff, oversee all the ministry teams and committees,
work with the Board of Trustees, and interface with
community leaders-- and then have time left over to
provide pastoral counseling and spiritual assistance to
all those who might request it. It's simply not possible.
The Lay Pastoral Ministers can widen the circle,
providing more compassion and more presence so that
everyone's needs can be met.

What exactly are Lay Pastoral Ministers? “Lay” means
that they are laypersons; they are not ordained
ministers, or other professional clergy. “Pastoral”
denotes the role of spiritual care; in other words, they
provide support for the spiritual and emotional side of
congregational life. Are they really ministers? Well, yes
and no. They are not professional ministers with divinity
degrees, Instead they are given this denotation in the
sense that they “minister” to the people: they have
formally taken on the role of caring for the needs of
other members. Lay Pastoral Ministers receive regular
training and supervision from the minister, who directs
their efforts and guides them in providing support to
members in need.

Here are some specific ways that Lay Pastoral Ministers
might be able to help you during a difficult time:
 Visiting you in your home, in a hospital room, or
out in the community
 Checking in by email, phone, or or text when you
are going through a difficult time
 Connecting you with other help you might need
and that our congregation can offer through the
Care Connection, such as rides to appointments,
help with errands, or meals
We hope that you will feel comfortable calling on any
of us if you need a helping hand or a listening ear. We
are here for you!

UUCB
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All-Church Covenant Group Sunday Potluck Dinner
Sunday, January 29, 5:00 - 8:00 pm
The Annual All-Church Covenant Group pot luck dinner
will be held on the evening of Covenant Group Sunday,
January 29, 5:00 - 8:00 pm, in the Parish
Hall. Members of existing groups and anyone
interested in learning more about Covenant Groups
and participating in a typical covenant group session
are invited to attend the potluck dinner. Please bring a
dish or beverage to pass. Families are welcome to the
dinner and childcare will be available immediately
following the dinner. We will need to know as soon as
possible if you will need childcare. For more
information, stop by the Welcome Table in the Parish
Hall following a Sunday service or email
covenantgroups@buffalouu.org.

Covenant groups have been part of the fabric of our
congregation for over 13 years. Groups consist of 7 - 10
people who come together to seek deeper connections
and spiritual growth. The groups, which meet one or
two times per month, help foster a sense of shared
community and intimate connections in an atmosphere
that honors deep listening, non-judgement,
confidentiality, and trust. Sessions are designed around
engaging themes and allow group members to let go of
the stresses of everyday life and explore their own
feelings, dreams, and thoughts, in a safe, comfortable
setting. To give prospective members a sense of how
Covenant Groups work, we will conduct mini Covenant
Group Sessions during our Sunday evening potluck
(described below). Covenant Groups are a wonderful
way to get more deeply involved in our UU community
and to develop new meaningful relationships with
fellow UUCB members; we welcome your interest and
participation.

Covenant Group Facilitator Opportunity!
Are you a Leader, Counselor, Teacher, Coach, or
someone who is effective operating in small group
settings? Are you currently a member of a Covenant
Group and would like to see our UUCB Covenant Group
Program? Over the past year participation in the
Covenant Group Program has exploded! We now have
more than 80 people participating in 10 groups, and are
expecting another jump in enrolment in 2017. In order
to accommodate the anticipated number of new people
interested in joining a covenant group, we need
additional group facilitators to lead new Covenant
Groups. We will be offering a new facilitators training
program is been scheduled for Saturday, February 25,
2017, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm, in the Alliance Room. Lunch
will be provided. All who may be interested in
becoming Covenant Group leaders please register at the
Welcome Table following a Sunday or send an email to
covenantgroups@buffalouu.org.

“There are no strangers here.
I know myself.
Therefore
I know you all.”

UUCB

We look forward to you joining our team!
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Racial Justice Ministry Team

Fun and Fellowship Auction

Barbara Kloberdanz

February 26, 2017
February 26, before and after church in the Parish Hall, is
going to be one exciting day at UUCB. It’s the Fun and
Fellowship Auction! This is a major fundraiser (about
$10,000!) and a great way to get to know others in the
church at events throughout the year. Auction events
bring people together in the most delightful ways!

The question of identity doesn’t seem that difficult at
first glance. If someone asks you how you define yourself,
is that hard?
Years ago there was a parlor game of sorts where you
were supposed to share three items that you would use
to respond to that question if asked. The point was that
what you put first was supposed to indicate what you
valued as most important. For example: Mother, wife,
teacher. It was said that this person valued being a mother
more than being a wife. We didn’t define ourselves by race
and the notion of white supremacy would have left us
scratching our heads. If anybody was gay they wouldn’t
have said that.

What is a Fun and Fellowship auction? Unlike typical
auctions of “stuff”, we offer our-selves, our time, our
know-how, and our talents in the form of donating
picnics, hikes, kayaking, cooking lessons, cleaning and
landscaping services, tailoring, historical tours, pies and
cookies, a gardening tutorial, kids’ craft parties, dog
sitting, wine and beer tastings, guitar lessons, family pizzamaking, and even a hands-on visit to a beehive! Let your
imagination run wild!

During 2016 our team held an all-family workshop. At the
children’s session they were asked to consider what
people think they know about them just by looking at
them. It was quite an interesting experience. Some of the
youngsters thought that people would know that they are
good persons. I wonder if some of us take these
perceptions of our identity for granted in that same
childlike way. But how do we react when we see others.
What are the stereotypes that we reinforce?

There are endless creative possibilities besides food, but
since we UUs do love a good meal, let me use a dinner as
an example. Say your Grandma was “the real thing” when
it came to cooking Italian. You’ve inherited that gene and
know that a great way to make a friend is through sharing
a meal! Pick a date and offer a dinner for 7 food-lovers
(or however many you can comfortably host) to gather
with you around your table. If your home just isn’t right for
hosting, you could be the behind-the-scenes caterer of
appetizers or desserts for someone else’s party. Not a
cook? Buffalo has lots of unique restaurants. Donate four
(or six or ten!) seats for bidders to be your guest!

We have our personal identity and we have our group
identity as well. Our fear of others unlike ourselves
continues to permeate our society. In our church we tend
to wait for others to discover us. Now our committee
members are working at turning that around and bringing
our involvement into the community. We attend various
organizations in the area that are working on social justice
issues, immigration, and outreach—in other words, our
group identity. Please join us. Have courage, you are not
alone.

So start thinking about what you might offer. As an extra
bonus, donors have the opportunity to bid early!
Priceless! Donor worksheets will be available in the Parish
Hall starting on February 5th. Look for the Auction table. An
“e” copy can be forwarded to you at any time.
Contact JVW61@aol.com to request a donor form or with
any questions.

On Sunday, February 12, the Racial Justice Ministry team
is entering into a conversation with all of you to explore
our role as agents of change in our process of exploring
our identity.

Join the FUN! These are memories in the making.
Co-chairs: Juli Van Woert & Charlie Kaars

You are also welcome to attend our next Team Meeting
on Saturday, February 18, 2017, from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
in the Alliance Room. If you have any questions contact
bklober@aol.com.
UUCB
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Women’s Society
Program and Luncheon

Universal Access and
Inclusion Ministry Team News
On Sunday, February, 26, the UAIM team is providing
the worship service. We have invited Eli Clare as our
guest speaker that morning. His intriguing biographic
information is elsewhere in this newsletter.

Program – February 16 at 11:30 am
Daisy Anderson:
The Underground Railroad and Slave Quilts

Eli’s website, www.EliClare.com, identifies him as
having the ability to “weave hope, critical analysis, and
compassionate storytelling together in his work on
disability and queerness, insisting on the twine of race,
class, gender, sexuality, and disability.”
Our team first came across Eli’s writings in preparation
for the service we provided on Pride Sunday in June. Eli
also offered a workshop at General Assembly in
Columbus where several of our Ministry Team members
were present.
We believe that Eli’s presentation will be the center of
a powerful worship service which will end the February
worship theme of Identity. It will hopefully give us an
opportunity to consider a larger concept of that theme.
Finally on Saturday, February 25, at 8:00 pm, Eli will be
presenting a book reading from his new book, “Brilliant
Imperfection: Grappling With Cure”. The book reading
will take place in the in the Alliance Room.

Mrs. Anderson will show some of her own quilts that
incorporate symbols that many believe guided escaped
slaves on the Underground Railroad. Mrs. Anderson has
exhibited her work at the Burchfield-Penney Art Center
and many other locations.

Women’s Society Book Sale
April 22 – 23 & 29 – 30, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Light refreshments precede Mrs. Anderson's talk at
11:00 am.

We need books! We accept hardcover, paperback and
audio books. Fiction, non-fiction, young adult, and
children's. All topics: health, religion, politics, travel,
women's issues, etc. Also, games and puzzles. Sorry - no
encyclopedias, textbooks, or music. All proceeds
support our Church.

A catered lunch will follow the talk. Reservations may
be made in the Parish Hall after the service on February
5 and 12, or by contacting the Church Office: 885-2136
or office@buffalouu.org. Payment must be in the
Church Office by Friday, February, 10. Luncheon cost is
$17 for Women's Society Members and $20 for nonmembers. The performance alone (without the lunch) is
$5 for non-members.

UUCB

Please leave books inside at either the Garden Entrance
or the Elmwood Entrance on the steps.
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Racial Justice Ministry

3rd Friday Potluck

Join the Conversation
Sunday, February 12, 12:30 – 1:00 pm

January 20, 5:30 pm
For our Third Friday Potluck on February 17, the
Religious Education team is excited to collaborate once
again with the Racial Justice Ministry Team on a potluck
evening that will help us explore our ministry theme
while encouraging us to move forward as a community
of progressive faith.

Join the Conversation – In 2008, Americans proclaimed
the End of Racism with the election of a black
president. As we enter 2017, events in the political and
criminal justice spheres on local and national levels,
remind us that the damaging power of racism persists.
The UUCB Racial Justice Ministry Team invites you to
enter into the conversation. Bring your courage and
compassion to a series of monthly experiences from
February through June 2017. The first opportunity will
be on Sunday, February 12 from 12:30pm - 1:00pm.
We will explore the theme of identity, especially as it
relates to race and disability.

UAIM - Eli Clare Workshop on
disabilities and social justice
Saturday, February 25, 7:30 – 11:30 pm
Please join us in a workshop on disabilities and social
justice facilitated by Eli Clare, Saturday, February 25,
2017, 7:30 – 11:30 pm, in the Alliance Room. Light
refreshments will be served.

Pulpit Flowers
Feb 5: Jeanne Gunby

From Eli Clare’s website:

Feb 12: Rita Capezzi and Jeff Lowry
“White, disabled, and genderqueer, Eli Clare happily
lives in the Green Mountains of Vermont where he
writes and proudly claims a penchant for rabblerousing. He has written a book of essays Exile and
Pride: Disability, Queerness, and Liberation and a
collection of poetry The Marrow's Telling: Words in
Motion and has been published in many periodicals and
anthologies. His newest work, Brilliant Imperfection:
Grappling with Cure, will be released in February.

Feb 19: - available Feb 26: Lyn Corder
Please remember to send your check for $35.00 to the
church office before your reserved Sunday, payable
to “UUCB” with “Pulpit Flowers" on the memo line,
along with your desired text for the OSS. Please contact
us at pulpitflowers@bufffalouu.org, call us at 885-2136
ext 4, or see us after a Sunday service if you would like
to participate in this wonderful ministry.

“Eli speaks, teaches, and facilitates all over the United
States and Canada at conferences, community events,
and colleges about disability, queer and trans identities,
and social justice. Among other pursuits, he has walked
across the United States for peace, coordinated a rape
prevention program, and helped organize the first
ever Queerness and Disability Conference.”

UUCB
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The UU Church of Buffalo Staff
695 Elmwood Ave
Buffalo, NY 14222
716-885-2136
www.buffalouu.org
Minister:
Rev. Joan Montagnes
mailto:minister@buffalouu.org

Bookkeeper:
Donna Sentz
bookkeeper@buffalouu.org

Director of Religious Education:
Sarah Martin
lifespan@buffalouu.org

Gatekeeper:
Sara Kirkland
office@buffalouu.org

Music Director:
Daniel Bassin
music@buffalouu.org

Wedding Coordinator:
Paulette Notaro
weddings@buffalouu.org

Organist/Accompanist:
Su Lee
organist@buffalouu.org

Care Network:
Ginny Vaughan
716-768-1077
wixsonsg@gmail.com

Nursery Care Coordinator:
Beata Skonecki
UUCB

Church Administrator:
Joshua Layton
office@buffalouu.org
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