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Faith Matters:
What does it mean to be People of Emergence?
Rev. Joan Montagnes
It turns out Emergence is not just the process of something like snowdrops popping their heads up after spending the
winter beneath the frozen earth clod.
Emergence is a
philosophical term with
endless real-life
examples. It’s what
happens when a whole
lot of small things get
together and form
something not only
greater than the sum of
its parts, but completely
different from the sum
of its parts.
Imagine the humble
atom. It gets together with other atoms to form molecules. Molecules join together to create proteins, proteins join
to form DNA, DNA organizes other proteins to become cells, cells become organs, and organs become life.
Consciousness, love, a sense of justice all emerge from our brains, the firing of neurons – all made up of dead
components of chemistry and physics. From death to life. We still don’t know what life is, we just know that it emerged
from things that are not alive.
Emergence is what happens when simple things get together to create something new and wholly different. More is
different.
Example: An ant isn’t all that smart on its own, but because it can interact with other ants, an ant colony is very
complex and can solve extremely difficult problems.
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Example: A water molecule is almost as basic as it comes, but because of the way water behaves when it freezes,
countless, unique, six-sided snowflakes emerge from the heavens and blanket Buffalo for months.
Example: An earthquake hits a city. Many people are immobilized, some care for the injured. Others look for food or
water. Someone creates a “find your loved ones” site on the internet. Individuals change their behavior and a new form
of community emerges.
Our wildly complex world is built
out of simple things. Emergence
can happen when the simple
things follow a few simple rules.
Ants communicate through smell.
Water molecules form hexagrams
when they freeze. People care
about each other.
These few simple rules make the
world resilient. A disruption
interrupts the status quo and things get really random for a while. But because there are a few rules to follow, the
system differentiates and patterns begin to emerge. As different parts interact, a new, more complex coherence
emerges.
Bringing it home: Our society is facing a lot of disruption: A president unlike any other, the Black Lives Matter
movement, school shootings, changes in immigration policy, climate change and more. New patterns are emerging, like
the March for Our Lives, the Women’s March on Washington, the New Sanctuary Movement, and I dare say, a new and
better tomorrow awaits as our progressive reactions to systems of evil continue to emerge.
Each of us is a single humble individual. On our own we have little power. But each of us follows a few rules simply as
an outcome of being human. We care, we are social, and we can think. Get a few of us together, say in a church
community, and who knows what will emerge.
Yours in faith and affection, Rev. Joan Montagnes

Joys and Sorrows
Our hearts are with John Hague and his family. John’s wife, Alice, passed away last month.
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Pulpit Previews
What does it mean to be a People of Emergence?
Worship Schedule
April 2018
April 1

April 8

“A Foolish Emergence” Rev. Joan Montagnes
It’s Easter! Spring has sprung! Emerge into the new day leaving behind the dried husks of winter
clothes, your past encumbrances, and society’s constraints. Get foolish on this happy day!
“Music Sunday” Daniel Bassin, Su Lee and the UUCB Choir
This year’s service is a tribute to the legacy of our music program and its past Minister of Music, the late Barbara
Wagner. Our UUCB Choir will join forces with a professional string orchestra to share contemporary composer
Ola Gjeilo’s 2009 “Sunrise Mass”, and (of course) instrumental selections of Bach.

April 15 “Radical Hospitality” Rev. Joan Montagnes
Imagine a world in which everyone felt truly welcome and honored for exactly who they were. No
more wasting time on prejudging, oppressing, and violence. What new possibilities would emerge in
our community? It may be a far-off dream, but we might be able to get a whole lot closer than we are
today.
April 22 “Untitled” Sarah Martin and UUCB’s Youth
This service will be centered around the theme of "identity" and what it means to our youth.
April 29 “Yes We Can” Rev. Joan Montagnes
“¡Si Se Puede!” A powerful chant and
guiding principle of the United Farm
Workers. It’s been adopted by other
unions, human rights workers and
political campaigns. This May Day we
will celebrate our hopes, aspirations and
our determination to build a world of
equality and joy.
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Religious Education and April Events
Sarah Martin, Director of Religious Education
Religious Education for Children and Youth
On Saturday, March 24, a group of our youth attended the Western New York March for Our Lives in downtown
Buffalo, while others traveled to Washington D.C. to march. We are so proud of our young people joining their voices
with youth from all over the country to speak out against gun violence. The leadership and determination they have
shown is inspiring and heart-wrenching. They shouldn’t have to be the ones leading this charge, but like the youth of
every generation before them, they are the ones to pick up the mantle of activism and carry it beyond the comfort zones
of the adults.
What has struck me most about the way youth are leading this movement is their commitment to bringing one
another into the circle, to raise up the marginalized voices within their ranks who have been protesting gun violence
since long before the Parkland, Florida, massacre. Every time I see an interview with students from Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School, I see them raise up activists from Baltimore and Chicago and Ferguson, I see them talk about how
the school to prison pipeline will put even more children and youth of color at risk if we increase the policing inside our
schools, I see them recognize that this moment could not have occurred without the hard work of young activists of
color who have been largely ignored for so many years.
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When I think about our April theme of Emergence, I think of these young voices emerging amidst cynicism and
tragedy, and rising up together. It’s taken a long time to get to this place, but I do believe we’re watching a generation
poised to get things right.
It all makes the social justice work we strive to weave into our programming feel that much more important. Now is
the time to engage our hearts and minds in the work these youth are calling us to do. As adults in their lives, we can
listen and follow their lead. We can offer them the support and care they need to do the work they are being called to
do. And we can amplify their voices--especially the voices of those marginalized youth who have been silenced for far
too long--at every turn.
As we come to the end of our religious education year, there are a few important events coming up:
Sunday, April 22 is the Youth Service. Our 9th – 12th Grade high school youth have been working hard on their service,
“Untitled,” and they have a lot to share with us. Please join us for this multigenerational service. There will be no regular
religious education classes on that day.
Tuesday, May 1, we will have our Maypole celebration out on the front lawn (weather permitting). Join us from 6-7 pm
for a Maypole dance. All are welcome!
Sunday, May 20, is RE Sunday. We’ll close out our religious education year with a special multigenerational service
honoring what our children and youth have learned and experienced this year and expressing deep gratitude to our
hard-working RE volunteers.

Adult Faith Development
Spirituality and the Holy
Untangle these complicated and loaded terms. Discover your own personal definitions. Live a more grounded faith.
Instructor: Rev. Joan Montagnes
Registration Deadline: Monday, April 16
Tuesdays, April 24, May 1 & May 8
7-8:30 pm
Alliance Room
Suggested Donation: $10
Register here: https://goo.gl/forms/etWwmHI9zrXFK9Bv2

Community Training
Opioid Overdose Recognition & Naloxone Use
Invest 2 hours and learn how to save a life!
Conducted by the Erie County Department of Health
Wednesday, May 9
6-7 pm
Parish Hall
To Register for this particular event, use the following link: www.ecdoh-may9a.eventbrite.com
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April 2018 Music Notes
~ Spring Music Sunday ~
Daniel Bassin, Music Director
The month of April is about Emergence, and the very best of our music program will be on display going forward
towards May’s Creativity theme.
We begin the month on a very special Easter Sunday, highlighting the vital musical voices of two historic women
composers. The UUCB Choir will offer up three anthems throughout this service, including a haunting partsong by
Fanny (Mendelssohn) Hensel (1805-1847), whose cantata on the biblical character Job was given its Buffalo premiere
here at our church in 2014. The other two anthems are by the American composer Amy Beach (1867-1944) – Her 1891
setting of Psalm 117, written for the consecration of the Bishop of Massachusetts, will open the service; and we’ll also
hear “Peace I leave with You”, the final section of her Three Choral Responses, Op. 8, also from 1891.

Of course, the centerpiece of the season for our music program is the April 8 Spring Music Sunday.
This year’s service is a tribute to the legacy of our music program and its past Minister of Music, the late Barbara
Wagner. Our UUCB Choir will join forces with a professional string orchestra to share a masterpiece by contemporary
Norwegian composer, Ola Gjeilo (b. 1978). His 2009 composition, “Sunrise Mass”, was originally planned for
performance by Maestra Wagner in 2010, however delays in the publication of the work’s performance materials left
this as an unrealized project. We’re deeply
excited to share this powerful composition
with our community in this special tribute
service. And, since no tribute service to
Barbara would be complete without the
singularly brilliant music of J.S. Bach (16851750), we’re pulling out all of the stops with
his exhilarating Brandenburg Concerto No. 2
in F-Major, of 1718. This work, featuring solo
flute, oboe, trumpet, and violin parts with our
strings and beautiful sanctuary harpsichord
will form the prelude, offering, and postlude
of the service, while bespoke arrangements of
hymns and specially-selected readings will
complete the service.
April 15 focuses on Radical Hospitality, and our service music will feature both contemporary Unitarian Universalist
choral anthems and also a special performance in recognition of Autism Awareness Month – a composition by 19th
century musical genius, “Blind Tom” Wiggins (1849-1908) – look him up! Our youth take center stage on April 22, but
the Choir will be back in session at the end of the month for Yes We Can, Rev. Montagnes’s April 29 service. Work songs,
the music of Bob Dylan, and selections from American composer, Frederic Rzewski’s (b. 1938) 36 Variations on “The
People United Will Never Be Defeated!”
We can’t wait to share this music with each of you!
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Beyond the Hedge
Denomination and Interfaith Connections
Sharon Walker
2018 CER-St. Lawrence Seaway Spring Gathering:
You Can’t Spell Church without J-O-Y
Friday, April 13, 7:00 pm to Saturday, April 14, 5:00 pm
1st UU Society of Syracuse, 109 Waring Rd., Syracuse, NY 13224
Come join UUs from across New York for a day of worshipping, learning and connecting!
Friday night Gould Discourse: UU Sniffing Salts with Sheila Schuh. Saturday morning Keynote: You Can’t Spell Church
Without J-O-Y with Rev. Megan Foley.
Cost: Adults; sliding scale of $30-$40-$50-$60-$70 Youth: $25. Childcare is available for $5 per child Registration and
childcare request deadline is April 2, 2018.
For complete information and to register go to the events page of CER at www.uua.org/central-east. Locally, contact
Sharon Walker sharonw447@gmail.com for conference and hotel information only.

Registration Now Open!
June 20 - 24, 2018, Kansas City, MO

“All Are Called”
Grounded in a deep belief that we are all prophets, Unitarian Universalists ask, “How can we faithfully meet the
demands of our time?” The call to witness and act for justice in our society and in the world is clear. So, too, is the call to
examine our structures and practices, dismantling and transforming those which fail to recognize the full humanity of all
people and to honor the interdependent web of life. Join us in Kansas City as we dive deeply into questions of mission
for our Unitarian Universalist Association, for our congregations and communities, and for each of us as individuals.
Together, we’ll ask:
Who and how are we called to be at this time, individually and collectively?
How are we called to act and to live?
How does our Unitarian Universalist legacy strengthen us in living out our mission? In what way does our legacy
present challenges and impediments to answering our call?
The call of our faith has a place for each of us. Join us in Kansas City to build courageous, collective leadership with
tools, skills and connections.” For more information go to https://www.uua.org/ga.
UUCB
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Peace Conference and Peace Circles
Training

VOICE Buffalo 2018 Annual
Awards Banquet

Sponsored by VOICE-Buffalo and the Erie County
Restorative Justice Coalition

“Honoring Local Leaders in Social Justice”
April 20, 6:00 – 9:00 pm
The Buffalo Niagara Convention Center
153 Franklin St - Free Parking

the first Thursday of each month; 5:30 - 7:30 pm
Registration and refreshments at 5:00 pm
R Healin Center
1057 Kensington Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14215

This year’s keynote is Bishop Dwayne Royster, Political
Director of PICO National Network. Bishop Royster is
Senior Pastor/Founder Emeritus at Living Water United
Church of Christ in Philadelphia. He is a pastor,
preacher, change agent, father, husband, and agitator,
and he hosts the popular Philly radio show Urban
Insights. In 2017, he debated Tucker Carlson on Fox
News (which you can watch on his blog).

If you are wondering how you could help with creating
alternatives to arrest and suspensions, you might want
to consider becoming a Peace Conference facilitator.
Peace Conferences can be used in situations where a
harm has been done that needs repair, and using the
restorative practice of a Peace Conference will be more
effective than using our criminal justice system. With
that in mind you are invited to our monthly First
Thursday Peace Conference Practice.
The foundation of restorative practice, Peace Circles,
will be the focus of April’s training taking place on
Thursday, April 5. The Peace Circle this month will
address an actual event that happened in our
community. There will be the opportunity not only to
observe and possibly be a part of this Healing Circle.

UUCB

UUCB is purchasing two tables and inviting you to join
in this important yearly celebration and major VOICE
fundraiser at $55 per ticket. To reserve a seat for you,
purchase a seat for someone else, and/or to discuss
sliding scale payment, I am available at the Welcome
Table after church each Sunday. For more information I
may also be reached at sharonw447@gmail.com. UUCB
Deadline: Sunday, April 8.
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April 19 at 11:30 am - Women’s Society Speaker and Luncheon
Patti Jablonski-Dopkin – Container Gardening
In conjunction with our UUCB’s monthly theme for April, which is “Emergence,” we think of Spring, rebirth, and
growth. Our speaker will be Patti Jablonski-Dopkin, Manager of the Urban Roots Community Garden Center. She will
speak on “Container Gardening: ornamental and vegetable”.
Before Patti’s talk, refreshments will be available 11:00 - 11:30 am for a $3 donation.
Patti will speak from 11:30 am -12:15 pm with Q and A until 12:30 pm.
The program is free for Women’s Society members and $5 at the door for non-members. No reservations are
necessary just for the program. A pre-paid catered lunch will be
served at 12:30. Cost: Women’s Society members - $15; nonmembers - $20. Lunch may be paid for after the church
services on April 8 and 15 or by mailing a check made out to
“UUCB” to: Church Office, Unitarian-Universalist Church of
Buffalo, 695 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo, NY 14222. Write
“Women’s Society April luncheon” on the check’s memo
line. The check must be received in the Church Office
by noon on Friday, April 13.

UUCB Women’s Society goes to the Shaw Festival – June 20
Get your tickets now!
See the Tony Award Winning musical

“Grand Hotel”
on Wednesday, June 20. The discounted ticket price of $51 includes a pre-show talk at 11:00 am and the matinee at 2:00
pm. Lunch is on your own in historic,
strollable Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario,
Canada. Be sure to bring a passport or
enhanced driver’s license for the border
crossing. The Women’s Society will facilitate
car-pooling. Ticket sales continue in the
Parish Hall after the service on March 4 and
March 11 and April 8 and April 15. More
info at http://www.buffalouu.org/womenssociety.html.
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Universal Access and Inclusion Ministry
Accessibility Task Force
Sophia Roberts
It was not that long ago – during many of our lifetimes – that people with significant intellectual or physical
disabilities were routinely put into institutions, either at the advice of a doctor, or because the daily assistance that
they and their families needed was not available anywhere else. Gwen Squire, who spoke at a UUCB service in January,
spent her childhood in an institution, known to many in Western New York as the West Seneca Developmental Center.
After leaving the institution, she went on to get a Master’s Degree and currently works for the Self Advocacy Association
of New York State educating the public and advocating for people with developmental disabilities. Gwen advocates for
the closure of institutions, and yet, in order to do this work, she has to return to the institution where she grew up, as
the local branch of the state office that serves people with developmental disabilities is still housed in the West Seneca
Developmental Center. Several years ago, the bus to the offices was cut, and Gwen, as well as any other worker who
relies on the bus, must now take a public bus to the last stop, 3 miles from the offices on a busy road with no sidewalks
and many potholes.
The Self Advocacy Association, an organization run by and for people with developmental disabilities, worked
together with other members of the disability rights and social justice communities to ensure their access to the
offices – first by getting the NFTA to extend service for many years, then in getting the state to provide a shuttle
between the nearest bus stop and the offices, and to commit to finding a satellite office in the city of Buffalo. However,
these are stopgap measures that do not fully meet the long term need for access: to jobs, to services, and to have a
voice in the system that supports them.
Working together with VOICE Buffalo, they, along with parents, professionals, and other community members,
formed the Accessibility Task Force. The Task Force is pushing for the offices to be moved entirely. New York’s Office for
People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) should be fully accessible to people with developmental disabilities.
People have had other
people speaking for them for
too many years, and have
fought long and hard to be
heard in their own right.
The Accessibility Task Force
is asking for the
congregation to lend their
support to the cause –
asking the state to develop a
plan to move the offices and
get out of the old institution.
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Social Action Sunday Events
Emergence is a subtle art that involves listening and waiting; the opposite of conquering, struggling and taking charge.
I’ve written about this before – how difficult it can be for us (and definitely for me) to wait to hear the true need; to
listen before pitching in. For April, the SASE Team has three opportunities for you to listen and learn, and take action.
On Sunday, April 15 (following Easter, Music Sunday and Souper Sunday) we are going to write post cards to demand
that the WNY Developmental Disability Office be relocated from West Seneca into the city. The current location is
incredibly inaccessible to the population that requires its services. We know this because our own Universal Accessibility
and Inclusion Ministry (UAIM), in conjunction with the Self Advocacy Association and VOICE Buffalo, have asked for our
support. See UAIM’s article elsewhere in the newsletter for more information about why it is so important for this
situation to be corrected.
Then, on Friday, April 20, UUCB will host two tables at VOICE Buffalo’s Annual Awards and Fundraising Dinner. More
information is also found elsewhere in the newsletter.
Which brings us to the final event on Saturday, April 21 – and this one involves a new beginning. As the SASE Team has
been providing all kinds of opportunities for you to try various types of social action, we have also been looking for
something bigger for the congregation to take on. And we found it!
While we have been practicing our small steps toward a moral movement as outlined by the Reverend Dr. William J
Barber III, he has been building momentum to begin a Poor People’s Campaign on Mother’s Day. In preparation for this,
I would like to invite the entire congregation to join me at a three-hour event that is being planned for Saturday, April
21 (watch the Friday eBlast and Sunday Order of Service for more information, as it becomes available): “Life Story: Our
Struggles with the Quadruple Evils” will highlight our neighbors, who have come forward to share stories that we need
to hear and understand so that we can join the fight against racism, poverty, militarism and ecological destruction.

Looking ahead to May:
Expect to hear more about the Poor People’s Campaign and how you can join the movement.
Register at the RE table for the book study of “Elite: Uncovering Classism in Unitarian Universalist History”. Examine
our history of elitism in education, class, and race – and discuss how this continues to affect us today.
We provide the opportunities from which a movement can emerge!
Liz Parke, SASE Ministry Team Chair

UUCB

12

APR 2018

Stewardship News
How Are We Doing? Part 2
Last month the Stewardship Team shared information
about how this year’s giving compared with last year’s
(we are slightly improved). Another way to look at how
we are doing is to compare our giving with UUA
benchmarks for healthy congregational giving. For
example, the UUA recommends that the top half of
donations come from no more than 25% of the donors.
In our congregation, there are about 225 pledge units
but half the giving ($190,000) comes from only 14% of
pledgers (32 generous donors) who give more than
$3,000 each. The top quartile (about $90,000) comes
from 10 very generous donors (4% of pledgers), several
who are Visionaries or Transformers according to Fair
Share guidelines (giving 10% of income). Many
congregations have even more unbalanced giving,
which is risky because the loss of one or two big
pledgers means a big loss of income. We are extremely
grateful to those generous pledgers without whom we
would not exist, but we would be healthier if the
remaining 86% of pledgers increased their giving and
that is what we are striving for.

percentage of people at UUCB are Fair Share pledgers.
But we venture that it is considerably higher than it was
before we introduced Fair Share and there are now
many people who check the ‘working toward Fair
Share” box and have increased their pledges
substantially.
Finally, another way of thinking about giving is
individual growth. We have received several small
brand new pledges this year. This is great news but we
hope that these folks will grow their giving with us over
the years. There are many people who have pledged the
same amount for 10 or 20 or more years! Costs increase
every year and a pledge that was generous in 1990 is
not nearly as generous in 2018.
So, bottom line is – we are making progress toward
financial stability and ending our reliance on the
endowment but we can still take some more steps on
the path to generosity as a congregation.

Our median annual pledge has been $1,000 for the
past few years. While this is certainly a substantial sum
and represents real commitment, it is considered low by
the UUA Stewardship experts, who recommend $1,200
as a healthy median pledge. Using Fair Share (2%)
guidelines, $1,200 would be a Fair Share gift for
someone making $60,000. This is higher than the
median household income in Erie County (about
$52,000) but there are probably many UUCB
congregants who earn this much or more. For the last
few years, we have emphasized Fair Share giving since
these guidelines provide a benchmark for giving to a
community that is so central to many of our lives and
reflective of our values. Fair Share itself reflects our
liberal values in that it is based on what each individual
can afford - everyone can be a Fair Share giver and
recognized for their generosity, regardless of income!
Not everyone designates whether their pledge is Fair
Share, so it is not possible to state accurately what
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Family Promise
Nancy Wilkins
We are one of only eight churches in Western New York who are hosting up to three families who are seeking
a permanent home. This program works – we rarely see a guest family more than once. Up to three families stay at
each church for one week. The church volunteers offer friendship, meals and overnight security; then the guests pack
up their belongings and move to the next site. Weekdays, the adults go to the Family Promise Center where they
search full time for a place to live, and the children catch the school bus to their regular
school. This is the most rewarding volunteer experience I have ever had at this church,
since joining in 1979.
Put it on your calendar: May 25 – June 1. You can volunteer to make a meal, hangout
on a weekend for 2 hours or stay overnight. Watch for the signup table at coffee hour,
or contact Nancy at nlaurienwilkins@yahoo.com.

April Share the Plate - Autism Services, Inc.
Our April Share the Plate recipient is Autism Services, Inc. Autism Services provides a wide array of individualized
programs and services to support children and adults with autism and their families throughout Western New York.
Autism Services and its clients have amazing stories to tell! Success in academics, visual and performing arts, social skills,
communication and life skills, with community integration at the heart of everything it does. Autism Services invites us
to take part in its mission to ensure that every person with autism is given the opportunity to contribute to our
community.
Autism Services programs are not designed to
cure autism but to help people with autism learn to
function in a society that was never tailored to their
needs. Autism Services’ quality of life and educational support programs include adult day services, certified education
program, residential services, employment support services, family support services, including Medicaid service
coordination, respite, in-home clinical supports, therapeutic recreation (TRAC), after school and vacation camp services
and related clinical supports.

UUCB Book Group Meeting on Monday April 30 at 7:00 pm
Our group will be discussing a non-fiction work by Eric Foner, the Pulitzer-Prize winning DeWitt
Clinton Professor of History at Columbia University. “Gateway to Freedom: The Hidden History
of the Underground Railroad” focuses on the anti-slavery movement in New York City, 1830 1860. It includes many recently discovered slave narratives and new evidence.
Newcomers who have read the book are always welcome to join us. Everyone who plans to
come needs to tell our host-of-the-month, Don at donbehr@aol.com, so that he may plan for
seating and refreshments.
Looking ahead:
May 21 at 7:00 pm – “News of the World” by Paulette Jiles
June 25 at 5:00 pm – “Underground Railroad” (fiction) by Colson Whitehead
UUCB
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Women’s Society Used Book Sale
UUCB's annual book sale will be held the weekends of April 28 and 29, and May 5 and 6,
2018. We are now collecting your books, i.e. hardbound and softcover books of all
topics, children's and young adult books, art books, puzzles and games, books on
CD. Please, no reference books or encyclopedias. If you have questions, contact Joyce
Bol at joukjebol@gmail.com.

Turn Your Clutter into Clear Vision and Renewed Hope!
Our UUCB Women’s Society is requesting donations of eyeglasses and sunglasses in good
condition. The lenses may be prescription or non-prescription. Your eyeglasses will be
recycled and sent to people in low income communities and to international charitable
organizations. Changing lives, one pair at a time!
There is an eyeglass collection bin in the Garden Entrance vestibule next to the Food
Pantry collection bin.
Questions? Please contact Paulette Notaro: paulettenotaro@buffalouu.org.

We gather in loving community ~ inspiring one another ~ to transform ourselves
to create a more just and compassionate world

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo
695 Elmwood Ave. Buffalo New York 14222
716-885-2136 www.buffalouu.org
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A chalice alit since 1831
A sanctuary on the National Registry of Historic Places
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