Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo
March 2022 Newsletter
Gather - Inspire - Transform

Rev. Joan is back from her sabbatical
On March 6th, we will welcome Joan back to the pulpit! We look forward to
seeing her lively and uplifting words here again in the April Newsletter.
Our theme for this month is Renewing Our Faith.

Pulpit Previews
We are currently open for in-person services and also livestreaming them via our YouTube link at http://
live.buffalouu.org. Services begin at 10:30am.
Mar 6: But Wait, There’s More! Rev. Joan Montagnes
There’s always more on the never-ending search for truth and meaning. Life’s a wild ride of revelation and
renewal. There’s more. There is always more.
Mar 13: In the Wilderness, Rev. Joan Montagnes
Sometimes, when we are going through a rough patch, someone in an attempt at humor remarks, “It’s just
another f@#$%ing growth experience.” True. Our greatest renewals of faith come after journeys into,
through and out of the wilderness.

Mar 20: Spring Eternal, Rev. Joan Montagnes
Rev. Theresa Cooley offers us a springtime encouragement, “… to extend the anticipation—to value the time
of budding before blooming, of seeding before sprouting.” Every year, season, and moment we have the
passing chance to discover something fresh and new.
Mar 27: To Be Announced

Rev. Joan’s Identity Used and Abused again!
Many emails that look like they are from Rev. Joan are not! Rev. Joan will never:
Ask you for gift cards via an email or send you an email on an account ending with gmail.com – trust only
her buffalouu.org account. If you receive one of these emails, block the sender so they will be unable to
send you any more requests. Sadly, there is nothing the church can do to stop the emails because they do
not come from the church.
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Religious Education & Faith Development News
Lisa Peterangelo, Acting Director
If you are interested in any of the classes, projects, or other groups that we are starting,
please contact Lisa Peterangelo, Acting DRE at lpeterangelo@buffalouu.org

_______________________________________________________________
Religious Education is back, and everyone is happy to be together again. Since we have
opened, we have had some additional families register which is wonderful!

As our Spirit Play and Coming of Age classes continue, we are planning ahead for the Fall of ’22. One of our
main goals is to bring back OWL for the students. If you are interested in the summer training that we will be
hosting please let Lisa know.
Important Message: The Nursery will be closed until children ages 1 to 5 are eligible to be vaccinated. This is
to keep everyone safe especially when the older children and teachers come back. We are sorry for this
necessary inconvenience.
Stay tuned for future plans for our nursery while we await the vaccine for our littlest ones.

We Are Hiring
We need a Nursery teacher for our Infants and Toddlers. We are looking for someone with Infant/Toddler
experience who is willing to work Sunday mornings from 9:30am to 1:00 PM. The position pays $15.00 per
hour. We will train the candidate and arrange for CPR training.
To register please email Lisa Peterangelo at lpeterangelo@buffalouu.org by February 9th.

Adult Religious Education News!
You are invited to the opening of Café Odyssey. Come and
start your personal writing journey. Our first meeting is on
March 27th at Noon.
Since 2016, a small group of members of this congregation
have bonded over our love of sharing stories. This experience has created sacred space for
sharing tender memories and creating gifts for future generations to enjoy. Deep friendships have been established throughout the journey of writing, talking, and creating.
We will be offering a Hybrid option for those who want to join us from home. A link will
be sent out.
This project is open to everyone ages 14 and up.
To register please email Lisa Peterangelo, by March 20th.
UUCB

2

MAR 2022

Announcing our new Dungeons and Dragons Ministry Team
Dungeons and Dragons is coming back to UUCB! We have formed a
D&D Ministry tram that will offer events for kids, adults, and families.
We are also planning summer events.
We are looking for people who wish to be a part of this fun team. If
you are interested in joining this ministry, please contact Lisa Peterangelo. Our first planning
meeting is March 13th at Noon.
IT TAKES A WOMAN ! – TAKE TWO
Creativity from a Female Perspective
Michael Harris, instructor
Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo, 695 Elmwood Avenue;
Buffalo, NY 14222
14 meetings; Wednesdays, 9:30-11:30 a.m., January 12 to April 13, 2022, Cost: $75 for full course, or $10 per session
The course will start remotely using the Zoom platform, with the option of moving to in-person meetings at
UUCB. To register, send your check , made out to UUCB, to the Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo; 695
Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14222. (Put ‘It Takes a Woman’ on memo line of check.) For more information, call
716-885-2136, or email us at office@buffalouu.org.
COURSE SYLLABUS
Session Eight (March 2): It Takes a Dancer – Ruth St. Denis (1879-1968) and Martha Graham (1894-1991)
Session Nine (March 9): It Takes an Architect – Louise Blanchard Bethune (1856-1913) and Julia Morgan (1872-1957)
Session Ten (March 16): It Takes a Film-Maker – Dorothy Arzner (1897-1979) and Edith Head (1897-1981)
Session Eleven (March 23): It Takes a Novelist – George Sand (1804-76); George Eliot (1819-80)
Session Twelve (March 30): It Takes a Storyteller – Eudora Welty (1909-2001) and Flannery O’Connor (1925-1964)
Session Thirteen (April 6): It Takes a Composer – Ethel Smyth (1858-1944); and Thea Musgrave (b. 1928)
Session Fourteen (April 13): It Takes a Conductor – Marin Alsop (b. 1956) and JoAnn Falletta (b. 1954) Session

Folk Dancing
Folk dancing is a fun experience for all ages. Simple dances are taught or reviewed each week. We do
walking dances from 9:30-10:15, regular folk dances from 10:15-11 and more complicated dances from
11-11:30. We laugh a lot and get exercise while learning a bit about the world’s cultures. No experience
or skill is needed! All are welcome! Martha Malkiewicz has taught folk dancing for 6 years at the UU
Church. Contact Martha at martmalk2@mac.com for schedule.
9:30 am, Parish Hall
Mondays
$2.00 per class. Pay at the door.
Registration not required
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Music Notes
Dr. Jessie Downs, Acting Music Director
Overview
This March, the Music Ministry Team is looking forward to presenting a couple of
Choir-centric Sundays; welcoming our new Acting Accompanist – Chris Sierzchula
onto our staff; sharing some specially requested small ensemble music; hosting guest
ensemble Voice, Viola, and Bass in the next installment of our monthly recital series
and an in-service preview of that event; and starting to prepare for our Spring Music
Sunday in our weekly choir rehearsals.
Service Music Previews
On March 6th, we will welcome Joan back to the pulpit with a couple of joyous African traditional pieces
sung by the full choir. Soprano Soloist Taryn Goehrig will also sing a welcome to the month of March
through Aaron Copland’s setting of an Emily Dickenson poem, and we will all welcome our new
accompanist Chris Sierzchula as he offers piano selections that help us make his acquaintance.
The March 13th service will feature guest artists Robert M. Giannetti (poet or “voice”) with Leslie and
Peter Baher (viola and bass), who will share combinations of music and poetry (featuring excerpts from
masterworks by J.S. Bach) that will help us to ruminate upon dark nights of the soul.
For March 20th, the UUCB soloists will share a diverse selection of popular music numbers specially
requested by our beloved Tracey Kassman. These selections will help uplift our spirits and renew our faith
in the “eternal spring” of the sermon title.
The UUCB Choir’s own Bobby Withrow will lead the final service of the month, which will feature
multiple performances by the UUCB Choir, supported by guest musicians Alex Huddleston (guitar), Paul
Zanolli (bass), and Steve Rao (drums). From Joan Szymko’s setting of a Langston Hughes text to a classicrock show-stopper by Queen’s Freddie Mercury, this wide-ranging musical service will help capture the
many roles that we play in this piece of theatre we call life.
Recital Series
On Saturday March 19th at 2pm, the featured guest ensemble from our March 13th service – Voice, Viola,
and Bass – will present a full program of their poetic-musical work that explores important themes relevant
to human life. The Voice – Robert Giannetti – will present a selection of his original poems while the
musicians – violist Leslie Bahler and bassist Peter Bahler – create bridges between the vocal recitations. The
poetry and the music will complement one another, creating a dialogue that evokes a philosophical and
emotional resonance. The program prepared especially for our church will bring us into the Wilderness to
ruminate on the dark night of the soul before rising to the challenge of making personal peace with and
contributing to the world in which we live.

Looking ahead to Music Sunday
This month, the choir will start working towards our Spring Music Sunday, which
will be held on Sunday May 15th. The as of yet untitled service will feature colorful
works by early-20th century composer Francis Poulenc and showcase the UUCB
Choir in both small and large ensemble contexts. We will be joined by a number of
special guest vocalists, with the possibility of guest instrumentalists as well. Stay
tuned for further details as we draw nearer the big day.
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March Share-the-Plate: Sleep in Heavenly Peace
Sleep in Heavenly Peace is a national charitable organization that build beds and
provides bedding for kids in need, at no cost to the child’s family. The Buffalo
chapter was co-founded in August 2020. Research shows that as many as 10,000
children in Buffalo do not have a bed to sleep in at night. SHP volunteers build,
assemble, and deliver twin beds or bunk beds to children, ages 3-17. Delivery
includes the bed along with a new mattress, pillow and bedding. SHP-Buffalo has delivered almost 1100
beds to families residing in the City of Buffalo. Still, SHP-Buffalo averages about 95 bed requests each
month. 100 percent of donations go to support its mission. Donations of NEW twin-size bedding including
sheets, blankets, comforters, and pillows are always welcome.
To learn more about our mission and how you can help or volunteer, please contact Jerry Sheldon,
President of SHP-Buffalo at (716) 570-3449 or at jerry.sheldon@shpbeds.org.

WINTER BLUES
After the last big snowfall, it came to the attention of UAIM (Universal Access & Inclusion) that the parking lot and church’s sidewalks were not adequately cleared. We haven’t had a winter with this much snow in several
years. Disabled members & friends depend on the several disabled parking spaces on Sundays in the parking lot to be useable in all types of weather. Also, if you are parking in the lot on Sundays, please make
sure you are not parking in a disabled space (they are clearly marked).

Pastoral Care & Support Ministry Team
We are the Ministry Team who send cards to members/friend who are experiencing a Joy, Concern or Sorrow. We also write cards twice a year to members/friends who cannot attend service or social events for
various reasons. Some of our members have moved to be closer to their family but enjoy receiving cards
from UUCB.
If you would enjoy being part of the team or would like more information contact Ginny Vaughan at
wixsonsg@gmail.com. The other members of the team are Bobbie Baker, Josette Cunningham. Jackie
Knowles, and Martha Malkiewicz.

JUSTICE MINISTRY TEAM IS RECRUITING
As we are Awakening to new life in the form of both in-person worship and better weather, we are hoping
to entice a few more members to the Justice Ministry Team. During the pandemic, we have largely focused on the Share the Plate program as a way of engaging our Church in activities beyond our walls. We
have been exposed to and supported worthy organizations, both familiar and new.
Now it is time to re-imagine the SASE (Social Action Sunday Events) Team model and bring enthusiasm
each and every Sunday of the month. Bring your creativity to the second Thursday meeting, 6:30 PM,
March 10. For the agenda and Zoom instructions, please email Chair Hy Carrel at hcarrel@gmail.com. We
look forward to working/playing with you.
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Home Again: Together we made a house a home
To the Atal family: Welcome to your Buffalo home!
Moving Day, February 12th, was truly a “church” day!
Over 30 volunteers from the UUCB community participated – in person – in the creation of a cozy and complete home for the Atal family. But that wasn’t all. A long list of others, though not with us on Moving Day,
contributed to the success of Home Again in countless ways.
Although we may never meet the Atal family, we will know that we have offered them comfort at the end of
what must have seemed like an endless nightmare.
Donate Now: It’s not too late for you to make a donation to assist with rent and household expenses.
https://buffalouu.org/donate, click the donate button, go down to "other" and put "home again" in the
memo; or send a check to 695 Elmwood Ave., 14222, made out to UUCB with Home Again in the memo line.

It is the love shared by all of you that made this house a home.

Update from the Board
We’re happy to report that we’ve finally found some people willing to serve on the Strategy Advisory
Committee. However, it would be great if we could find a few more people to help them out. The Strategy
Advisory Committee is tasked with looking ahead and stating any priorities necessary for the congregation to
fulfill its vision and mission. It’s similar to a Think Tank for the church. If you’re interested in serving on this
committee, or any other advisory committees, please contact the Board at board@buffalouu.org.
In other news this month, the Board will be holding a special Town Hall meeting to discuss the church’s
finances. In case any of you are not aware, our pledge campaign this year brought in much less than we had
budgeted for. This presents some challenges for us down the road. So, this meeting will serve as an
opportunity to discuss our financial situation and come up with some ideas for how to deal with it as a
group. If you would like to attend, it will be on March 12th from 10:00am to 11:30am in the Sanctuary. You
may also attend on Zoom if you wish at https://uuma.zoom.us/j/97736244745.
Lastly, one of our beloved Board members, Tracey Kassman, announced her resignation from the Board at
the beginning of February due to health reasons. Although we’re sad to see her leave, we support her
decision and wish her the best. In the meantime, we’re looking for a new 7th member. We’ve asked the
Nominating Committee to assist us in finding someone to serve out the remainder of the year.
- John Petrocelli, Bridget Evans, Shawn Sweet, Michael Hill, Bobby Withrow, Kate Bell-Schwede
How to be in touch with your Board of Trustees:
- To reach the Board, email board@buffalouu.org.
- Attend Board meetings (3rd Wed at 7pm in the Alliance
Room or via Zoom - https://uuma.zoom.us/j/97736244745.
- To view Current Board of Trustees members click
here: Board of Trustees.
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We gather in loving community, inspiring one another,
to transform ourselves, to create a more just and
compassionate world

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo
695 Elmwood Ave. Buffalo New York 14222
716-885-2136 www.buffalouu.org
Minister:
Rev. Joan Montagnes
minister@buffalouu.org

Administrator of
Facilities and
Communication:
Acting Administrator
Emilia Taylor-Sweet
office@buffalouu.org

Acting Director of
Religious Education:
Rev. Lisa Peterangelo

Care Network:
Ginny Vaughan

Gatekeeper:
Sara Kirkland

716-768-1077
wixsonsg@gmail.com

office@buffalouu.org

Administrator for
Finance:
Donna Sentz

Acting Music Director:
Dr. Jessie Downs
jdowns@buffalouu.org

lpeterangelo@buffalouu.org

Organist/
Accompanist:
Chris Sierzchula

donnasentz@buffalouu.org

Nursery Care
Coordinator:
TBH

Newsletter
(submissions due by the 15th)
newsletter@bufffalouu.org

Weekly Announcements
(submissions due by NOON Wednesday)
announcements@buffalouu.org

A chalice alit since 1831
A sanctuary on the National Registry of Historic Places
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