June 17th – June 24th
Blooming Blessings
Rev. Joan Montagnes

___________________________________________________________________
Every month our congregation joins over 140 Unitarian Universalist
Congregations in exploring a single spiritual theme. For the month of May, we
are asking: "What does it mean to be People who Celebrate Blessings?
___________________________________________________________________

Sunday Service in Person
We are resuming in-person worship! The church is once again opening its doors and
allowing people into the sanctuary for worship starting February 13th. Hooray!

We are here for you. You are not alone.
Please call the church with any needs or concerns. 716-885-2136. You may also email the
board at board@buffalouu.org.

Zooming to Church goes to YouTube
As of Sunday, Nov. 7, 2021 we will stop live broadcasting our Sunday services over Zoom
and start live-broadcasting our Sunday worship services over YouTube. The YouTube link
will be http://live.buffalouu.org. It can also be found by searching for “Unitarian
Universalist Church of Buffalo” in the YouTube search box. We are making this change to
improve our online presentation. Enjoy! Past services can also be found at the YouTube
link.
________________________________________________________________________

Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo - ORDER OF SERVICE
– 6/19/2022
Bell
Prelude “Flower Duet” from Lakme – words by Edmond Gondinet and Philippe Gille, music by
Léo Delibes
Taryn Goehrig and Helen Lowry – voices, Chris Sierzchula - piano
Welcome and Announcements

Rev. Joan Montagnes

Call to Worship
“I had a Dog who Loved Flowers” by Mary Oliver

Rev. Lisa Peterangelo

Chalice Lighting
We gather in loving community,
Inspiring one another,
To transform ourselves
to create a more just and compassionate world
Hymn #207 Earth Is Given as a Garden
Story for All Ages The Quest for the Holy Grail
Offering

Bridget Evans

Musical Offering “Afternoon on a Hill” - words by Edna St. Vincent Millay, music by Eric Barnum
UUCB Choir, Chris Sierzchula – piano
Homily Blooming Blessings
Flower Communion Ceremony
Musical Celebration “Make our garden grow” from Candide - words by Richard Wilbur, music by
Leonard Bernstein
Liam Allen and Taryn Goehrig – solo voices, UUCB Choir, Chris Sierzchula – piano
Hymn #396 I Know This Rose Will Open
Extinguishing the Chalice
As we extinguish the flame of this chalice,
may we carry its light with us into the world,
in the power of peace, faith, justice and love.
Benediction
Postlude “Lilacs” by Sergei Rachmaninoff
Chris Sierzchula – piano
________________________________________________________________________
Pulpit Flower Ministry
Ellen Gibson dedicates today's flowers in loving memory of her parents, Niles and Margaret
Thompson.

The congregation is governed by an elected Board of Trustees. To reach them,
please email board@buffalouu.org or attend their meetings. (3rd Wed at 7pm in
the Alliance Room or via Zoom - https://uuma.zoom.us/j/97736244745)
________________________________________________________________________
What’s the BUZZ ?

UUCB Fun & Fellowship Auction
We made our goal of $10,000 – we still have items for you to buy!
On-line and in-person bids have been recorded.
You will soon be notified of the items you have won and the amount you owe.
Follow instructions in the packet.
Donors will be making contact with their winners.
Here’s the great news – there are still opportunities to bid

https://www.32auctions.com/UUCBAuction2022
You’ll be receiving a list of items with openings. Place your bids by e-mailing the Auction Team.
Follow instructions in the packet.

Thank you for your generosity and support!

________________________________________________________________________
UUCB Fun & Fellowship Auction

BID NOW! – Piano Duo Evening

Day: Sunday Date: June 26, 2022
Time: 7:00 pm in the Alliance Room
Donor: Martha Malkiewicz, Bruce Pfeffer
Winners: 20 – 11 slots still available!
Join us for an early evening musicale with the piano duo team of Martha Malkiewicz and Bruce
Pfeffer. The two will present a concert program of works featuring early German romanticism,
French wit and sentiment, and a dollop of Viennese schmaltz. Beverages will be served.
Starting Bid $40
Incremental Bid $45
BUY NOW $50
Claim your seat! Place your bid now by e-mailing JVW61@aol.com

_____________________________________________________________________________
Share the Plate Recipient May 2022: Niagara Pride
Niagara Pride is an independent 501(c)(3) organization that serves LGBTQ+ individuals and
families in Niagara County, NY and the surrounding areas within Western New York. They
collaborate with community organizations to host educational programming, supply drives, and
affirming events. Niagara Pride increases awareness of the needs of the LGBTQ+ community and
acts as a conduit to local organizations. Despite all of the progress that has been made for the
LGBTQ+ community, there is still work to do. People still face challenges in accessing housing,
legal services, and general healthcare. LGBTQ+ residents of rural towns in Western New York
especially continue to face discrimination and a general lack of support. Niagara Pride reaches out
to these rural communities to create programming and pride flag raising ceremonies to
demonstrate to these residents that they are not alone, that they are seen, and that they matter.
Niagara Pride has no paid staff and relies on the generosity of our board members, volunteers,
and community partners to accomplish all of their activities.
For more information about Niagara Pride, please visit their website NiagaraPride.org or e-mail
them at info@NiagaraPride.org. Thank you for your generosity!

A Message from Niagara Pride:

This month we are collecting new school supplies for local LGBTQ+ youth. Please drop them in
the box at the garden entrance.

Backpack and School Supply
Drive 2022
Needed Supplies:
• Backpacks
• Notebooks
• Folders
• Binders
• Paper
• Pens / Pencils
• Markers
• Highlighters
• Kleenex
• Hand Sanitizer

Nominations for Share the Plate
Share the Plate welcomes nominations for recipients for the 2021-2022 church year. Please
send your ideas to Steve Wixson wixsonsg@gmail.com
_____________________________________________________________________________

Notices from The Board
UPDATE on the Spring Rescue and the 2nd Ask...
Our fundraising thermometer is almost at the top! As of last Sunday, the amount
left to raise was $16,840. This is down from an initial shortfall of $61,000. People
are giving large chunks and people are giving modest contributions. We will take
whatever you will give us!! We will be wrapping up this campaign at the end of
June. If you haven't given that 'little extra' , it's never too late! We are so grateful!
___________________________________________________________________

Music Ministry
This Saturday June 18th at 7pm (note the evening time) is the next event in the Casual Concert
Series – A Musical Feast: Dance of the Spirit. A Musical Feast is an organization founded in
2006 by retired Concertmaster of the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, Charles Haupt. Their
program at UUCB will feature jazz and jazz-inspired musics "In memory of all the victims of
horrible gun violence and in Celebration of Life and Hope.” All donations at this event will go
to support our Music Ministry.
Sunday June 19th is Flower Communion and the last day of choral music until the fall. This
special service will feature the beloved “Flower Duet” from Delibes’s opera Lakme, sung by
Taryn Goehrig and Helen Lowry, as well as two flowery solo piano numbers – one from the
classical canon and another from a contemporary Japanese film score. The service’s two choral
numbers are the ephemeral “Afternoon on a Hill” - a contemporary composition that captures
awe for nature’s beauty, and the triumphant finale of Leonard Bernstein’s operetta Candide,
“Make Our Garden Grow,” which will also feature solos from Liam Allen and Taryn.
After service, stick around for a summer celebration featuring music by Helen Lowry and Paul
Zanolli’s band The Bitter Nasties our community's fabulous folk-rock band who will be playing
a combination of fun covers and instant-classic originals.

Looking ahead to next week, Music Director Jessie Downs extends an invitation to all to join
her voice studio for their first ever "scenes program" on Thursday 6/23 at 7:30pm. Scenes will
be presented with costumes and light staging from La Boheme, The Magic Flute, Norma, Un
Ballo in Maschera, Dido and Aeneas, and Der Rosenkavalier, along with numbers from
Handel's Messiah. Performances will feature Leo Mitchell, Ethan Taylor-Sweet, Liam Allen, Phil
Nicolai, John Yates, Beth White, Nick Biniszkiewicz, Na'Mia Kelly, Leslie Boldt, and Jessie
Downs, with pianist Jon Vogtle and production help from Alex Huddleston.

Choir Notice
Do you enjoy singing? Are you looking for a supportive music-making community in which to
share and grow your voice? Considered joining the UUCB Choir! If you are interested in
learning more, please contact Jessie Downs - jdowns@buffalouu.org
_____________________________________________________________________________

Religious Education and Adult Faith Development News
If you are interested in participating or need more information about anything in this E-Blast
please contact: lpeterangelo@buffalouu.org

Adult Religious Education News
Café Odyssey
This memoir group is up and running and the small groups are starting to meet in May. At this
point we have a list for those who are thinking about joining the journey. Please let Lisa
Peterangelo know if you wish to get on the list.
Everyone (and we mean everyone) is cordially invited to our first open house:
Attention: New Date!
Title: Café Odyssey Open House
Date: Friday, June 24th,2022
Where: UUCB Parish Hall
Time: 7:00PM to 9:00PM
We’re inviting anyone who is interested to volunteer to be one of our presenters that evening.
You do not have to belong to the Café odyssey group to read your story!
Presenters will read for about 10 ten minutes. That equals 1000 to 1200 words, or 2 pages,
double spaced with 12 pt. font. Any piece of your choosing will be fine that is autobiographical.

If you’d like to be one of our readers, please email Lisa (lpeterangelo@buffalouu.org ). And if
you’re facilitating a group, please encourage your members to volunteer. If you have questions,
please feel free to contact Lisa or Fran (franly@mac.com).
See you on June 24th!
_____________________________________________________________________________
Do you play Dungeons & Dragons? Do you want to learn?
First D&D Event is Set!
Come for Dinner, Dungeons and Dragons!

Date: Sunday, June 26th, 2022
Time: 4PM to 8PM
Place: Alliance Room
Dinner: A meal will be served at 6. Coffee, tea, and water will be provided.
RSVP: The event can accommodate 4 to 6 people.
We are looking for people who want to be a part of this fun Ministry Team. If you are interested
in joining this ministry, please email lpeterangelo@buffalouu.org for more information.
Email Lisa at lpeterangelo@buffalouu.org
_____________________________________________________________________________

Pulpit Flowers Update
Many generous folks have stepped up to provide pulpit flowers until the end of June. We do
not have flowers in July and August. When we gather once again in September (already!) we
have many dates available for the remainder of the year. Please contact Sandra Bissontz at her
email smp1127@yahoo.com to place your order.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Gathering of Grievers
The Gathering of Grievers will be meeting on Sunday June 26th from 12-1pm in the
Marge Gardner Room.
_________________________________________________________________________________

GARDEN NEWS 6/17
Yellow dahlias, eight of them, now flank the garden entrance walkway as it meets the patio.
They are only inches high now, but some will get to three feet tall, plus blooms eventually
approaching a foot in diameter. Potted cannas are also now flanking the garden entrance
doors.
kelleranthony290@gmail.com

PLEASE TELL US: WHOSE CREMAINS ARE IN THE MEMORIAL GARDEN?
There is a plaque in church on the right wall as you enter with the names of those whose
remains of cremation (cremains) have been placed in the Memorial Garden. The last name
on the plaque is Samuel Loliger, whose cremains were placed in 2014. There are probably
about six more names that should be added for the period 2014-22. Please tell us at
kelleranthony290@gmail.com.
___________________________________________________________________________

Family Promise Update
Family Promise is concluding our 25th Anniversary year with a Celebration of Service Awards
Brunch to honor those individuals, faith communities, businesses and community leaders
who have shown great devotion to our mission of housing homeless families in Western New
York.
Join us later this month as we come together to celebrate all the value
THIS COMMUNITY adds to our organization!

EVENT DETAILS
Saturday, June 25th at 11:00am
Tewksbury Lodge
249 Ohio Street, Buffalo, NY 14204
Tewksbury Lodge is located downtown on the Buffalo River with gorgeous views
and plenty of free parking! Our event is both indoor/outdoor. Tickets are $50/person and
tables seat 6 people. Tickets include cocktails, brunch, live music and basket raffles!
Family Promise of WNY is thrilled to be honoring the following award winners:

25th ANNIVERSARY AWARD
Presented to Orchard Park Presbyterian Church
for being a founder of and faithful partner to Family Promise for the past 25 years!

UNSUNG HERO AWARD
Presented to Gerry Stockmeyer and Tim McAllister
for dedicating days out of their retirement to serve as our on-site handyman team to keep

our shelter up and running!

COMMUNITY PARTNER AWARD
Presented to Brock, Schechter and Polakoff, CPAs
for sharing their time, talent and treasure with us over the years!

COMMUNITY ADVOCATE AWARD
Presented to Althea Luehrsen of Leadership Buffalo
for connecting Family Promise to an amazing network of existing and emerging leaders!
This is a new event for Family Promise and one we hope will become an annual tradition for
us! Please join us in celebrating all the good work we are accomplishing TOGETHER!
Looking forward to seeing you there!
Peace, Lu
Executive Director

________________________ ________________________ ________________________

Shelter located at 74 Hickory St. at Clinton
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Buffalo Families Fund
Our community is coming together in powerful ways to help after the mass shooting on
Buffalo’s East Side. We serve over 50 families in the immediate area of the attack and more
than 500 families in surrounding areas. Some of our families do not want to leave their
homes or send their children to school because they are afraid. We know we can help to
bring stability with our work. We need you to help meet their immediate basic needs and
more.
We are asking you to give gift cards from stores such as Tops, Wegmans, Save-a-Lot, Aldi’s,
Instacart or Amazon for food, diapers, formula, medications, cleaning supplies and other
household and security-related items. You can also help with transportation with gift cards
for fuel, Lyft or Uber. You can drop gift cards off to 844 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14209
from 9am – 4pm. We are also asking for monetary donations that can go to help with (or
assist with) requests to provide added safety measures to homes and more. Monetary
contributions can be made to Child & Family Services’ Buffalo Families Fund at cfsbny.org.
Some of our families are still processing what they need as they try to get through each day.
We will be here when they need us with your support. Give today to help bring comfort and
security.
If you need extra support during this difficult time, Child & Family Services is here to help.
Please call 716-842-2750 to talk to a counselor.

____________________________________________________________________________

“No Kid Sleeps on the Floor in our Town”

Our Women’s Society wishes to establish donating to Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) as a
year-round activity of our UU Church. Just as there is always a need for food donations 365
days a year, there continues to be a year-round need for bedding and bunk beds for the
children of the Greater Buffalo area. Please continue to donate new, twin-size cloth mattress
pads, sheet sets, comforters, blankets, and pillows. A corral for your donations has been
placed in the foyer at our Garden entrance
. Thank you for your continuing support and generosity. The kids and their parents really
appreciate your gifts

Food Not Bombs
Food Not Bombs is once again cooking at the UU on Tuesdays! They are looking for #5
containers with lids, as indicated in the triangle on the bottom of the container. Best
containers are from restaurant take out, large yogurt, cottage cheese, Cool Whip, etc.
_________________________________________________________________________

Donations Sought for Food Not Bombs
Buffalo Food Not Bombs is seeking donations of folding tables, bike carts, and food storage
bins- if able to donate any of these, please speak with a participating UUCB member or reach
out to them through their Facebook page.

The Food Bank of WNY and Meals on Wheels for Western New
York have joined forces to become FeedMore WNY! FeedMore
WNY offers dignity, hope and a brighter future by providing
nutritious food, friendship and skills training to its Western New
York neighbors in need. FeedMore WNY.

Click on the flyers and links below to read more about other upcoming events in the
community
Unitarian Universalist Church of Amherst. UUCA is located
at 6320 Main Street in Williamsville
Read about their upcoming events and more in their newsletter

UUA News & Updates
UU World Blog

Weekly Announcements
eBlast and Order of Service announcements should be
sent to announcements@buffalouu.org by NOON on Wednesday.
Full announcements are published in the eBlast; please send a 50 word/2-3 line version for the
Order of Service.
eBlast is sent out every Saturday at noon.
Monthly Newsletter
Please send any announcements for the newsletter to newsletter@buffalouu.org by the 15th
of the month.
Email any UUCB-related photos to office@buffalouu.org
to be featured in future eBlasts!

